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Executive Director’s Message
hat a great Springtime event
W
season we’ve had this year!
The 9th annual La Jolla Concours
D’Elégance & Motor Car Classic held
in early April and the 15th annual
Secret Garden Tour in late May were
great successes, and we are
extremely thankful to the many
committee members and volunteers
who so generously contributed
their time and talents to these
Heath Fox
community events. A very special
thanks to Mike Dorvillier, Chair of the La Jolla Concourse
D’Elégance & Motor Car Classic, and to Sue Kalish and Pam
Filley, Co-Chairs of the Secret Garden Tour.
This summer we are offering two summer camps for the
community’s youth. From July 8-12, our Young Photographers
Summer Camp will be presented in collaboration with Outside
the Lens, a nonprofit organization specializing in photography
and digital media youth programs throughout San Diego
county. This summer the focus is on photojournalism with the
theme of “street photography”. Our popular Young Architects’
Summer Camp is being expanded to two one-week sessions;
one for middle school students July 12-19, and one for high
school students July 22-26. Students are introduced to the
architectural history of La Jolla, visit the studio of a local
architect, and develop architectural drawing, modeling, and
computer skills. They visit La Jolla buildings that exemplify
the work of extraordinary architects from different eras, and
learn on-site recognition of architectural styles. The camp
provides students with an introduction to the concepts of
historic preservation and to design issues related to the built
environment. This is the only architectural summer course
available to youth in San Diego County, a unique program
offered, organized, and taught by practicing architects who
volunteer their time for this project. We are most grateful to
them, and to the Kiwanis Club of La Jolla and our many in-kind
donors for their generous support of this program.
The Wisteria Cottage capital construction project is getting

started! In this issue, you can read more about the project from
Masterplan Committee chair Leslie Davis and architect Ione
Steigler, and see the Wisteria Cottage floor plans. While we’re
under construction, look forward to the La Jolla Historical
Society and Museum of Contemporary Art San Diego joint
presentation of Scripps on Prospect: Evolution of Villa and Cottage.
This exhibition will explore the histories of Ellen Browning
Scripps’ South Moulton Villa to present-day MCASD and
Virginia Scripps’ Wisteria Cottage to the current home of the
La Jolla Historical Society. The exhibition will be presented at
the Museum of Contemporary Art San Diego in two phases; the
first from September 21, 2013-January 5, 2014 in the Axline
Court, and the second from February 8-May 10, 2014 in the
Jacobs Gallery. Admission will be free for members of the La
Jolla Historical Society. A joint members opening is scheduled
for Friday, September 20, 2013—look for your invitation in the
mail later this summer. And for your future planning, also
mark the date of Saturday, October 19, 2013 for the Ellen
Browning Scripps Luncheon at the La Jolla Beach and Tennis
Club with Ellen Scripps’ biographer and University of San
Diego faculty member Molly McLain. These two dates will mark
the inaugural events of our 50th anniversary commemoration
of the Society. I sincerely hope you will be able to join us for
these celebrations.
Also in this issue, we continue to explore 1950s and 1960s
midcentury modernism in La Jolla art, design, and architecture
with an article on the scientific community’s connections and
involvement. In addition, the varied mix of La Jolla neighborhoods is considered with an article on Bird Rock.
Finally, I would like to recognize and thank several members
of our Board of Directors who have completed their terms of
service: Tom Grunow, Connie Branscomb, Courtney Coyle,
Angeles Leira, Clarke Herring, and Don Yeckel. We are
extremely grateful for your dedication and hard work on behalf
of the Society.

Heath Fox
Executive Director

New President’s Message
s La Jolla Historical Society
A
begins its 50th anniversary
year we look forward to the long
awaited rehabilitation of Wisteria
Cottage and grounds. It will be a
time when routines are varied,
venues changed, our familiar
spaces altered - and La Jolla
history made. The 50th
Anniversary Committee is already
planning very special events to
celebrate our progress and
Nell Waltz
completion. And the Secret Garden
Tour and Concours d'Elegance will continue to engage
committees of volunteers and patrons from inside and outside
La Jolla.
While we're closed, I'll miss Wisteria and working with the
other docents, who have done such a great job of presenting our
stories to visitors from our community and around the country

and the world. (I believe that about a quarter of our guests are
from other states and other countries.) It will be a great
pleasure to again interpret La Jolla history in state of the art
galleries when Wisteria re-opens next year. Meanwhile, it's
good to know that images from our collection will be part of a
collaborative exhibit at the Museum of Contemporary Art San
Diego opening this September.
Thanks to the outstanding board members who have just
retired for their many and varied services to the
Society. We will miss Connie Branscomb, Courtney Coyle,
Tom Grunow, Clarke Herring, Angeles Leira, and Don
Yeckel. It's good to know that they continue in very active
roles during the coming year. Additionally, Pam Filley and Sue
Kalish produced, with the help of an outstanding committee
of dedicated volunteers, a wonderful Secret Garden Tour,
complete with sunshine and the very successful Garden
Boutique which welcomed tour participants as well as the
community to the last weekend at Wisteria Cottage.

Follow the Society on
Cover image: Look a starfish! Low tide and the tidepools off Bird Rock are enjoyed by two beachgoers in a 1961 Charles Schneider photograph from the La Jolla
Historical Society archives.

News & Events
New Board Members

Pascale Bauer

Kilma S. Lattin, a former Army aviator and
federally elected official for Indian Country,
earned his MBA from The Marshall School of
Business at USC. Prior to that Mr. Lattin
completed Executive Education at Harvard's
JFK School of Government. Mr. Lattin
represents the third generation from La Jolla; his
family moved to La Jolla in the 1940s.

Pascale Bauer moved from Paris, France, to La
Jolla in 2009 after a successful career in various industries, mainly automobile and communications,
including seven years as a member of Renault Nissan
Design Executive Committee, developing strategies
and managing worldwide teams. She owns her
own business specializing in design performance
consulting and event production. Pascale has been
volunteering and working for La Jolla Historical
Society since she first moved to California, serving on
the Committee of the La Jolla Concours d’Elegance
and helping develop corporate memberships. She
and her husband Robert own a 1927 La Jolla cottage.

Kilma S. Lattin

Biographer to Speak at Ellen Browning Scripps Luncheon
rofessor Molly McClain, who is at work on a
P
definitive biography of Ellen Browning
Scripps, will lecture on the legendary La Jolla
philanthropist and resident Saturday, Oct. 19, at
the annual luncheon in her honor at the La Jolla
Beach and Tennis Club.
McClain, who holds a Ph.D. in history from
Yale University and serves as the director of the
University of San Diego’s Interdisciplinary
Humanities Program, has spent hundreds of hours
researching her subject to uncover many
Molly McClain
heretofore unknown facts and nuances about
Scripps’ life in La Jolla from her retirement here at age 61 in 1896 to her
death in 1932. She will share them with her audience prior to the new

biography’s publication. The book’s working title is “American Money: The
Life and Philanthropy of Ellen Browning Scripps.”
Part of the La Jolla Historical Society’s 50th anniversary celebrations, this
year and ongoing into 2014, the October event will start at 10:45 a.m. with
a gathering in the Beach and Tennis Club’s Walnut Room overlooking the
surf where a reception and silent auction are planned. Lunch at noon will
be followed by McClain’s lecture at 1 p.m. Tickets are $55 for LJHS member
and $65 for non-members and are available through the Society’s website at
lajollahistory.org.
The Ellen Browning Scripps luncheon is held annually commemorating
the La Jolla philanthropist’s October birthday in recognition of her many
gifts and donations to the community when she resided here in an Irving
Gill designed home at the present Prospect Street site of the Museum of
Contemporary Art San Diego.

La Jolla Historical Society Calendar of Events
SUMMER 2013
Renovation Begins on Wisteria Cottage

Outside the Lens

Young Architects Camp

July 8 - July 12, 2013

July 15-19
(for Middle School Students)

See page 18

July 22-26
(for High School Students)

See page 18

FALL 2013
La Jolla Historical Society’s
50th Anniversary Recognition
and Celebration
September 2013 - July 2014

Exhibit – Scripps on Prospect:
Evolution of Villa and Cottage
Opens September 21, 2013
MCASD Axline Court
Joint exhibition by the Society and Museum of
Contemporary Art San Diego

Ellen Browning Scripps Luncheon
October 19, 2013
10:45am
La Jolla Beach &Tennis Club

Members opening reception September 20, 2013
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Mid-Century Modern
Scientists In Mid-Century Modern Life
by Claire Grezemkovsky

s patron of Louis
A
Kahn's iconic Salk
Institute, Jonas Salk
helped define Post-War
California
Modernism.
Completed in 1965, the
Institute's bold design not
only made a formal
statement about the
potential for human
innovation. It also made
this innovation possible by
reworking how research
spaces had traditionally
been organized. But the
Salk Institute just tells part
of the story of Jonas Salk's
connection with modern
San Diego architecture.
1964 saw the completion
of another building that
would become home to the
pioneering researcher, the
house at 2444 Ellentown
Road in Scripps Estates
where he would move in
Dr. Jonas Salk and Francoise Gilot at their home in Scripps Estates.
1969 likely first as a renter
and then as an owner when he married the painter Francoise Gilot in 1970.
They lived there together for the rest of Salk’s life.
The house had its beginnings in 1954 when Norman and Joan Holter
drew lot 18 in the Scripps Estates lottery. Holter had owned a
research company in Montana and in the mid-forties participated in early
postwar bomb testing dubbed Operation Crossroads. Eventually, the couple
hired local architect Loch Crane to design their house at 2444 Ellentown
Road. The architect had studied with Frank Lloyd Write and served in Japan,
which was a great influence.
But to say that the Ellentown Road house had only one inspiration would
be misleading. In 1963, House Beautiful had published "A House Designed
to Please 75 Women", the result of a two-year planning course in the Adult
Education Program of San Diego city schools. Seventy-five students –
"married women between the ages of 20 and 70" – spent months pooling
their collective experience and dreams as well as collecting social-scientific
data to develop the architecture of the ideal postwar suburban house with

Crane as architect. House
Beautiful sold basic house
plans for construction
and expansion, and the
project greatly influenced
the planning of the
Ellentown Road house,
which shares many of
its characteristics. After
moving into the house,
Jonas Salk acquired a set of
his own House Beautiful
plans.
It is tempting to imagine the Salk Institute and
Architect Loch Crane'srendering for House for 75 Women
the House Beautiful house
which influenced design of Salk House
as diametrically opposed.
However, the function and use of both buildings are comparable. The House
for 75 Women embraced the progressive open plan, which could expand and
contract based on family size and utility. The Salk Institute strived for similar
flexibility with its labs, which were designed as open spaces that could
expand and contract based on the needs of individual researchers (since all
utilities were housed in interstitial spaces above the labs, adjustments could
be made without infringing on research space).
The two buildings also sought to resolve the tension between the
sometimes conflicting needs of individual and community. Jonas Salk made
frequent use of the open-plan living spaces of the Ellentown House (and of
another similarly organized open-plan houses he had rented earlier in La
Jolla), inviting the gamut of Salk researchers and visitors into the house for
collegial entertaining, which provided continuity for discussion and
collaboration begun at the Institute. However, Jonas Salk also cherished
private, usually elevated, spaces for retreat, which according to son Peter Salk
became a leitmotif of every one of his own residences. In the mid-seventies,
Gilot convinced her husband to build an upstairs extension at the Ellentown
house for this very purpose, commissioning drawings from Crane (the House
Beautiful plans included "family workshop" for messy projects that could be
totally shut off from the rest of the house as well as a designated proto-man
cave. Kahn’s plans for Salk made similar concessions with its private offices
and inner-courtyard towers of studies, which were meant to house individual
work and contemplation. According to Salk researcher and historian Suzanne
Bourgeois, of all the original Institute researchers only Salk made frequent
use of the isolated tower offices while his colleagues preferred the more
sociable offices in the main buildings).
Finally, we can observe in both the Salk Institute and the Ellentown house
a symbiosis between architecture and nature, which is a major component of
modernist architecture, particularly California modernism. Although House
Beautiful made architectural plans for the House for 75 Women available to
a national market, with its emphasis on indoor-outdoor features it is hard to
imagine the architecture functioning the same way in colder climates.
Similarly, with its grand embrace of the coast and coastal light, the Salk
Institute is as much about landscape as it is about architecture. In Jonas Salk’s
places of work and home, social life takes place at the threshold of the outdoors.
Grezemkovsky works in External Relations at Salk Institute. She has a Ph.D. in Architectural History from
the University of California, Berkeley.

Front entry in Crane's design references
indoor/outdoor relationships.

Mid-Century Modern
939 Coast: Gulliver’s High-Rise Revisited
“

by Carol Olten

n 1964 and ’65 a group of Texans started to buy up shorefront property, in the heart of La
IriseJolla
very quietly. No one ever suspected what was being planned. . .This was the first highin La Jolla, and the whole town was up in arms. The Texans prevailed. . .This is just a

piece of La Jolla history.”
Thus did photographer Charles Schneider summarize the building of 939 Coast Blvd.
– by far the most controversial building ever to soar into the La Jolla skyline to the tune of
18 stories, virtual fist cuffing on the streets and a conundrum of political snafus as Texans
and La Jollans fought to the draw like the gunfighters of “High Noon.”
While this La Jolla movie didn’t have Gary Cooper, it did have Charles Schneider who
worked through 939’s construction phase in the ‘60s photographing the steps along the way
as the building shot up, getting bigger and bigger and higher and higher on the skyline with
the controversial brouhaha leading finally to the California Coastal Commission’s 30-ft. height
limitations.
Today, it’s nearly 50 years later.
939 has reached middle age. While time
– by far the most controversial building
has mellowed the opposition to its presence on the skyline, it remains a grand
ever to soar into the La Jolla skyline...
halloo in the annals of local history, an
episode worth revisiting for some retrospective analysis – perhaps, even in a spirit of good humor. Nobody laughed when 939 went
up, but the whole hoopla surrounding the construction and opening back then now appears
almost facetious: Texas investors lunching on the rooftop, an automobile being craned to the
top for publicity and enough parties and promotional campaigns to “sell” the building that
would convince Howard Hughes to buy an Edsel. (Did people really do this?) Even Schneider
viewed his role in photographing the proceedings with a bit of tongue-in-cheek. After taking
hundreds of pictures he recalled: “I was brought into this by Orville Huntley, a very good
organizer. He was the advance man on this project. He came into my studio one day and
said he wanted some aerials and ground shots of this location. Paid me a handsome retainer.”
939 Coast – initially called the Huntley Building when first built – happened during a
great growth decade in La Jolla, a period of change from a small village to a cosmopolitan
setting of new people and new buildings. UCSD campus and Salk Institute both arrived. The
new Ardath Road exit from the 5 was completed making access to the community more
amenable. Large buildings began to sprout (some only as proposals) all over the place,
including the Seville at the top of Girard Avenue which, although also tall and massive, didn’t
incur the wrath of 939 Coast since it was set back and failed to interfere with as many views.
The opposition to 939 ranged from residents to civic officials. Even Herbert Hoover, a
regular visitor to La Jolla, opposed the building and made a point of saying so in print.
Benjamin Britten, San Diego’s eminent architecture critic, observed: “To own a window on
the La Jolla view, people have decked houses ingeniously on the hills. As demand increased,
cubistical man-made hills began to rear up as though Gulliver had decided to build among
the Mildendoans. As this is written in 1965, townspeople are engaged in a valiant effort to
assure that ‘high rise’ buildings are highly satisfying in appearance – if they need to appear
at all.” He noted, generally, that high rise buildings “tend to look like frenzied wallpaper
pasted on the sky.” In his usual sardonic wit, he also urged La Jolla to “do away with those
Early Bronze Age high-rise structures – the utility poles.”
939 opened with considerable fanfare. Huntley launched the building with an ambitious
advertising campaign as a place to “Live elegantly. . .where your front yard is America’s Riviera,
La Jolla.” Apartments were priced between $33 and $95 thousand and had an additional
monthly maintenance fee. They had marble baths, air-conditioning and sound-proofing.
Amenities also included a limousine service to La Jolla, a heated pool and a Finnish sauna.
Schneider’s collection of 939 photographs – part of a larger group of negatives donated
to the La Jolla Historical Society’s archival collection – record many of the parties and social
events surrounding 939’s opening. The building and its high rise controversies also were wellchronicled by the national press and, locally, San Diego Magazine. Harold Keen, popular
observer of the San Diego scene, wrote in a 1965 issue of the latter, “La Jolla may never be
the same again, emotionally as well as physically. . .” After 939’s completion numerous other
high rises were proposed in La Jolla, most of which were defeated by community hue-andcry, including another Huntley project proposed in the mid-‘60s that would have put seven
18-story buildings atop Mt. Soledad at a cost of $60 million. Obviously, the second time the
Texas project bit the dust.
Carol Olten is the Society’s Historian
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Keepsakes
A Treasure in the Alley. . . er, Lane
by Carol Olten

Home owner Olivia Mudgett enjoys the front porch of
Villa Waldo, c 1890s

ne of La Jolla’s oldest houses resides in Drury
Lane amidst a cacophony of commercial
buildings and traffic. It was built in 1894 and,
despite its age, continues to be practically used
for residential and office purposes.
Located at 7849/7851 Drury Lane, the
building is known by its historic name, the Villa
Waldo, and is one of the very few surviving
examples of Victorian Stick architecture in La
Jolla. (The name “villa” is deceptive as the
building is a simple and modest two-story
structure of wood siding; it was fashionable,
however, in the 1890s to sometimes name
unpretentious houses “villas” – La Jolla also had
Brockton Villa and Ellen Browning Scripps’ South
Moulton Villa.
Villa Waldo was built by Olivia McGilvery Mudgett, the widow of a
Maine sea captain who moved to La Jolla in the 1890s to be near her sister
and brother-in-law, Nellie and Anson Mills. Both Olivia, familiarly called
“Livy,” and Nellie were active in community social life and both were involved in real estate and renting beach cottages.
Villa Waldo originally was built at 7848 Girard Ave. (facing Girard at
the present site of Taba Rugs (formerly QuonMane) when it was a
residential street instead of being a commercial thoroughfare). As
commerce increased on Girard, it was moved and turned to face the alley.
Livy resided in the house until her death in 1918. During her residence
it was a popular gathering place for friends and extended members of the
Mills’ family. The La Jolla Historical Society archives includes a photo of
the house with a large group assembled in the front for a picture on
Christmas Day, 1899. Anson Mills records many gatherings at Villa Waldo in

O

Sketch of Villa Waldo by Kendall Mower

his daily diaries, noting what was served for dinner and how the house was
arranged. Legend has it he was most enamoured of “Livy;’’ his diaries
record her passing with great sorrow.
Today, Villa Waldo is lovingly maintained by Joanie Huffman, the
property manager for long-time owner Stephen Enoch. The upstairs – a
warren of small, but airy and well-lighted, rooms with oddly slanted
ceilings because of the high-pitched roofline – is operated as residential
rental space while the downstairs is rented as offices with Geppetto’s toy
store as one of the leasees.
The building is a challenge to maintain, “but we really try to take care
of it,” says Huffman, along with a landmark Torrey Pine that’s part of the
property. For the last 10 years Villa Waldo has stood out on Drury Lane
for its orignially bright, but now fading, yellow and green color scheme.
Expect a new color system soon.
Carol Olten is the Society’s Historian

Editor’s Note: Keepsakes is a regular newsletter feature highlighting a selection of La Jolla’s most treasured homes and buildings.
Retired architect Kendall Mower provided sketches
“Keepsakes” is made possible by the generous support of:
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Collections & History
La Jolla Neighborhoods: Bird Rock
by Leslie Davis

y Southern-coastal micro-neighborhood of Bird Rock is a delightful
pocket of walkable streets, dotted by iconic century old eucalyptus,
pines and palms. It’s familiar history is of growth after World War II
resulting in the construction of modest jewel box homes on ample lots
inhabited by all-american
working families. General
Dynamics employees, GI’s
as well as owners of the
shops, restaurants and services
that occupied the business
district on La Jolla Blvd
helped make up the closeknit neighborhood. A slow
drive up Colima onto
Children at play along Bird Rock Street, circa 1940s
Bellevue or Taft will reveal
a few of the remaining modest
manicured beauties in
original condition.
Although its post-war
history defines Bird Rock’s
growth spurt, it’s pre-WWII
history is alluring. In the
early 1900s Bird Rock was
the home to many Japanese
farmers. A look at the census
at the time, is a peak into
Spanish Revival home predates WWII
the population of Bird Rock
that tended to the vast strawberry, sea lavender and vegetable fields that
dominated south to Pacific Beach. Of course, this chapter ended with their
internment after the start of the war.
In 1923 Albert Bennett was a realtor in La Jolla and decided to spend
$2,300 to purchase the land on the 5500 block of Bellevue Avenue (then
named Hodgeman) -now our home. He built the entire 3,500 square-foot
house of salvaged wood – including old bathhouse advertising signage.
Labor then was cheap and materials were expensive – the opposite of today.
We’ve come to know a few dozen more Bird Rock homes dating back to
the 1910s’, 20s’ and 30s’ still in relatively original condition.
On the west side of the 5400 block of Bellevue, lovely pre-war homes
of Spanish influence are to be admired for their beauty and restraint. At
the corner of Forward and Beaumont, a carriage house and main house, now
two addresses, exude the 20s’ Spanish influence. At the corner of Waverly
and Midway a remaining beach cottage beams with charm. On each of the
Southeast corners of the 5400 and 5500 blocks of Beaumont, almost century
old “farm houses” continue to comfort and inspire. On La Jolla Hermosa
(previously Electric Avenue) see if you can spot the half dozen sweet
originals still standing.
From tales of riding horses for paper delivery and week long hikes to
buy a donkey in Mission Valley, to the “gastronomic glory” of the Bird
Rock low tides, the early stories along with our remaining built history a
picture emerges of our industrious and adventurous seaside roots.

M

Two-story Craftsman house in pristeen condition

Victorian era-inspired farmhouse commands Bird Rock corner

Leslie Davis heads the Society’s Preservation and Master Plan Committees
More Modern-style Spanish house is another Bird Rock landmark
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HIstorY
Wisteria Cottage: Plans for the Future
by Carol Olten

Architects rendering of Wisteria Cottage, front elevation

O

ne of the most important considerations of historic buildings is they are
not only, by their nature, about the past but also are structures about
progression through history and into the future. Time, for people as well as
buildings, does not stand still – if it does termites will party!
As the La Jolla Historical Society’s “Timekeeper” newsletter goes to press,
its Wisteria Cottage – the Prospect Street landmark about to celebrate its
110th birthday – is starting to undergo the the most extensive restoration
and rehabilitation since it was first built in 1904. It is designed to carry the
building into its next decades of life as an exhibit space for LJHS
as well as a venue for third-party events. The project is being
undertaken over a year-long time span financed with monies
realized through a capital fund-raising campaign that netted
$1.9 million.
Major goals of the project are:
• Restoration of the original main entrance of the cottage on
the southwest side of the building where a walkway once
connected the Eliza Virginia Scripps-owned property with
her half-sister Ellen Browning Scripps’ home at the present
location of Museum of Contemporary Art San Diego (this
also will open up Wisteria again to the outside lawn and
fulfill the restoration wishes of SOHO which owns the
easement rights).
• Rehabbing interiors to make the cottage compatible with
today’s code compliances; this includes installing all new
electrical, plumbing, heating and cooling systems as well
as ADA-acesss bathroom facilities.
• Remodelling the basement area under the back room of the
cottage (originally created after an Irving Gill design in
1908-09) to include a catering prep area, an ADA-access
bathroom and storage.
• Installing an elevator lift from the basement to the first
floor.
• Creating three major first floor gallery areas totalling 1,483
sq. ft. for the display of the Society’s continuing program of exhibits.
• Refurbishing the Balmer Annex (added to the property in 1942 to house
the Balmer School) to create a state-of-the art meeting room.
• Renewing the cultural landscape and exteriors of both Wisteria Cottage
and the Balmer Annex.
When the restoration and rehabilitation concludes and the Society
re-opens with a projected new exhibit schedule in May, 2014, Wisteria is
“going to look just like it does now but with elements like all the old
windows working and the all the interiors modernized for contemporary use,”
says Ione Stiegler, architect for the project. In designing the project, Stiegler
has observed many varied parts of history and uses that have been experienced
on the site through the years.
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“When you start pulling Wisteria Cottage apart you realize that it’s really
an amalgam of designs from many points in history,” she says. “It started as
a simple coastal cottage with almost no stylistic embellishments. Then, Gill
came along and began to create more of an architectural statement by adding
the cobblestone foundation and walls around the perimeter and the graceful
pergola with a welcoming front porch and side loggias with
definite references to the Craftsman style of architecture. The building
became more tied to the landscape and took on more of a street presence.”

New floor plan for the building

The Balmer period of the 1940s witnessed another amalgam as the porch
was enclosed and the cottage and annex took a different design turn for use
as a school and, much later, two different book stores beginning in the 1960s.
Heading the Society’s Masterplan Committee for the project, Leslie Davis
views the restoration of the historic Prospect Street landmark with the goal
of creating “a nice approachable piece of La Jolla history.” It should continue
to stand out from its surroundings, she says, “with its unique landscape, trees
and the cottage aesthetic – the old La Jolla experience.”
The property, Davis concludes, will ultimately benefit from the work over
the next months because “do no harm is a big part of it.”
Olten is the Society’s historian

History
Historical Perspectives on Not-Built La Jolla
by Sandy Spalding

W

e all have “what if” moments in our life when we ponder how our lives
would be transformed if something different had happened instead of
what occurred. Towns are no different. It’s interesting to look at what La Jolla
could have been if certain plans had not fallen into the category of “proposed
but not built.” The 1920s were a pivotal period for growth and development
in La Jolla history and produced numerous such proposals.
The La Jolla Journal announced on April 8, 1926 that a group of Los
Angeles and San Diego men were going to spend nearly a million dollars on
a new club to be built on fourteen acres south of the Scripps pier and north
of the new La Jolla Shores development. Plans called for a clubhouse with a
harbor dredged and a pier constructed to accommodate yachts. Called the La
Jolla Beach and Yacht Club, the group began dredging for the harbor in
October. Elaborate brochures showed grand plans for the property and the
harbor. The first unit of the
plan, a temporary clubhouse,
was constructed and opened
in 1927. By 1936, plans
for the harbor had been
abandoned, no further
building had taken place,
and the whole development
was sold to Fredrick
William Kellogg who
turned it into the La Jolla
Beach and Tennis Club.
Another million dollar
development surfaced in
November of the same year
Huge hotel was proposed at Girard Avenue and Prospect Street
when plans were announced
for the nine story, 182
room Hotel La Jolla Del Mar. The prospectus for the project promised a
beautiful reinforced concrete structure to be built on the oceanfront near the
Casa de Manana. A lounge, dining room for 150 people, and a banquet hall
would all be on the first floor while the basement would house two large
rooms with lockers and showers for men and women bathers, a barber shop,
a beauty parlor, and living quarters for the staff. This project precipitated the

first outcry
for
height
restrictions in
La Jolla. A
compromise
was reached
that exempted
this hotel but
limited future
structures on
the ocean front
Original design for the La Jolla Beach and Yacht Club in the 1920s included a harbor
to six stories
Another grandiose plan from this era exists only as a drawing which lists
Walter Gordon Clark and Benjamin Geer McDougall as architects and
engineers. The sketch shows a humongous La Jolla Hotel with an eleven story
center tower and matching stepped down wings on either side. Projecting
from the front is a loggia with umbrella tables on top surrounded by
walkways on several levels and a fountain in front.
The La Jolla del Costa Hotel proposed in 1929 was to be located “in the
center of a seven and one third acre tract overlooking La Jolla and the Pacific
Ocean and about three-quarters of a mile north of the business center of the
town.” The Mediterranean style building was to be three and four stories tall
with lobby, formal and informal lounges, ball room, main dining room,
children’s dining room, and exclusive shops. The grounds were to include
bungalows, an 18 hole putting course, two tennis courts, a garage to hold
100 cars, and a riding stable.
On a different note was the 1928 design done by preeminent architect
Frank Lloyd Wright for the Rosenwald Foundation, established by Julius
Rosenwald, one of the founding partners of the Sears Roebuck Company.
Dedicated to improving the lives of black Americans, the group hired Wright
to design a school for the black children of La Jolla. A notation on the drawing
reads “N.B. (Not built, not Colonial.)
The 1920s do not have a monopoly in the “proposed but not built”
category. The 1960s were a similar period of growth and had their own failed
proposals which will be looked at in a future issue.
Sandy Spalding is a long-time volunteer who does special research projects at the Society.

What’s In A Name?

I

n the original La Jolla Park Subdivision, Herschel
Avenue was named Lincoln after America’s 16th
president, Abraham Lincoln. As part of La Jolla’s
sweeping change of street names in 1900, it was
renamed after Frederick William Herschel, the 18th
century German-born scientist who distinguished
himself as an astronomer, inventor and composer after
establishing a life for himself in Great Britain.
Political issues concerning the Hanoverian Guard
in Germany caused Herschel to leave his native country
in 1757 at the age of 19. He lived in a variety of
English villages working as a composer and organist before settling in Slough,
England, where his new interest in astronomy led to the construction of a significant
number of lenses and telescopes enabling planetary discoveries.
Herschel became famous for his discovery of the planet Uranus, along with two of
its major moons, Titania and Oberon. He also discovered two moons of Saturn and

was the first scientist to recognize the existence of
infrared radiation in sunlight, the latter occurring by
chance in 1800 as he was testing filters to observe sun
spots. Not always wedded to science in its pure
form, Herschel was sometimes given to speculation.
He hypothesized that every planet was inhabited
including the sun, calculating that every creature
living there would have an exceptionally large head
because extreme heat would cause anything human-size to explode.
During his lifetime, Herschel constructed more than 400 telescopes to aid in his
astronomical observations, many of which are displayed in museums and observatories
bearing his name.
Herschel died in 1822 at age 83 in Slough and is buried at nearby St. Laurence’s
Church, Upton. The Rue Herschel in the Sixth Arrondissement of Paris is in his
commemoration as is our La Jolla village street. The next time you cross Herschel in
La Jolla, look up. It’s the street name that belongs in the sky!

What’s in a Name? explores the famous individuals La Jolla’s streets and avenues were named after during a sweeping name change of May, 1900.
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Collections & History
Exhibit Reviews Covenants
by Judy Haxo

he Society’s last exhibit, “Home of Your Dreams: 1887 through the
Tcivic1920s,”
depicted many delightful aspects of early La Jolla including its
organizations, natural beauty, sports opportunities, cultural richness,
interesting architecture, and its delightful and salubrious climate. Real estate
developers’ brochures touted all this and more. Exclusionary covenants
assured potential investors that their property would retain its value.
It is perhaps a measure of how far our social attitudes have evolved in the
last century to observe that we are appalled at what was openly advertised as
a positive value in the early 20th century regarding who could occupy these
La Jolla properties.
A 1917 deed for a house in La Jolla Hills (the area north of Exchange
Place) includes: “the said premises shall not be sold, conveyed, demised or
leased to any person other than of the white or Caucasian race...” A 1926 real
estate brochure assures its investors of “the restriction of ownership or
residence to members of the Caucasian race.”
The concept of the “Caucasian” race was developed in the 18th century in
Europe to describe primarily light skinned Europeans, as distinguished from
the “Mongoloid” and “Negroid” races. Its use in the late 19th century (when
Social Darwinism drew adherents) and the first half of the 20th century,
particularly after WW I (with the rebirth and expansion of the Ku Klux
Klan) approached equation with the Nazi’s “Aryan” race.
Exclusionary covenants like that contained in the 1917 La Jolla lease were
widely used in the first half of the 20th century in the United States. In 1926
their legality was upheld by the US Supreme Court in Corrigan v. Buckley.
It was not until after World War II in Shelley v. Kraemer (1948) that the US
Supreme Court unanimously held that state governments could not legally
enforce these restrictions because of the 14th Amendment. However, this

decision did not bar private citizens from discriminatory actions. By 1959,
California Civil Code made it illegal and punishable by a fine for anyone to
discriminate in housing on the basis of “sex, race, color, religion, ancestry or
national origin.” Private discrimination in housing became illegal nationally
with the adoption of the Civil Rights Act of 1968.
The impact of La Jolla’s exclusionary covenants on its Jewish-American
population has been researched and documented, particularly in Mary Ellen
Stratthaus’s “Flaw in the Jewel: Housing Discrimination Against Jews in La
Jolla, California.” Anti-semitic housing restrictions were one of Roger
Revelle’s concerns as he fought to have the new branch of the University of
California located in La Jolla. The end of discriminatory practices and the
development of the university and research institutions have created
a tremendous change. San Diego’s largest Jewish enclave is in La Jolla,
according to the United Jewish Federation.
Less attention has been devoted to the covenants’ impact on La Jolla’s
Asian, Black and Latino populations. Its early Asian population was mainly
of Japanese origin and that population was abruptly removed under the
World War II internment policy. To our knowledge, only the Nakamura family
returned to La Jolla after the war. Ironically La Jolla’s Black population, which
was fairly substantial by the 1940s, seems to have chosen to relocate with
the expansion of civil rights (and broadening economic opportunities).
The little we know about the impact on the Latino population reflects a
mixed effect.
Today the exclusionary covenants are relics in old deeds. The restrictions
to La Jolla’s housing are high property values rather than ethnographic constructs.
Haxo, a former teacher, has served the Society in many capacitires. She presently heads the oral
history program.

San Salvador Launches Anew
n 1542, La Jolla was an undiscovered land known
only to the Kumeyaay living in scattered extended
family groups along the coastline. That same year Juan
Rodriguez Cabrillo crossed the Pacific in a swift and
sturdy Spanish galleon making a historic landing in
San Diego harbor which the explorers named San
Miguel. The galleon was an exceptionally built sailing
vessel for its time, crossing the ocean in record speed,
out-sailing the vessels that Christopher Columbus had
crossed the lesser Atlantic Ocean in 30 years earlier.
Today, in honor of Cabrillo’s remarkable sailing vessel
and to celebrate the greater regional history of San
Diego, the city’s Maritime Museum is replicating the
16th century galleon by building a new San Salvador
@MMSD 2011
which will become part of the institution’s fleet of
historic ships open for viewing by the public. The
Model of the San Salvador
LJHS will present a lecture on the vessel at 7 p.m.
June 27th, in the Van Schaick Room of the St. James by-the-Sea Episcopal Church, followed by a visit
to the construction site at Spanish Landing at 11 a.m. June 29th.
The new San Salvador which the Maritime Museum is building with the help of volunteers and donations will
be a full-scale replica of Cabrillo’s flagship recreating shipbuilding, blacksmithing and sail making techniques
of the 16th century with present-day tools and materials. Tours of the construction site are available where
visitors also are treated to vignettes of San Diego’s own regional history at the time of Cabrillo’s arrival including
Native American Kumeyaay demonstrations on the making of tulle boats, baskets and pottery.

I
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Collections & History
Archivist Notes
by Michael Mishler

Ariel view of Scripps properties along Prospect Street

s we head toward our 50th anniversary and with the renovation of
A
Wisteria Cottage making it unavailable for exhibits, we are fortunate to
have the chance to work with our neighbors, the Museum of Contemporary
Art San Diego, on a new exhibit called Scripps on Prospect: Evolution of Villa
and Cottage. Opening September 21st in the MCASD’s Axline Court this new
exhibit will display vintage photographs, artifacts and architectural drawings
that will trace the
history of Wisteria
Cottage and Ellen
Browning Scripps’
South Moulton Villa as
they evolved from their
residential beginnings
to play vital roles in the
social and cultural
fabric of La Jolla.
As the home of
Ellen Scripps, South
Moulton Villa was
naturally at the center
of much of the cultural
life in La Jolla. After
Miss Scripps’ passed
away in 1932 the
residence kept its
connection to art and
culture when it became
the informal home for
displays by La Jolla
artists. As the years
passed
the connection
Children at Balmer School, c 1950s
to art was formalized
and over time it grew to be an internationally renowned museum dedicated
to Contemporary art in all its forms. Through the exhibit we will also have
the chance to see original plans from the architect Irving Gill, who rebuilt
the Villa in 1915, as well as the work of architects Robert Mosher and Robert
Venturi who were instrumental in reinventing the museum to match the

needs and vision of
the times.
Gill also had a
hand in remodelling
and expanding the
more humble Wisteria
Cottage in 1909; over
the years small
changes make it seem
as though, beyond
the addition of the
Balmer Annex in the
1940’s, not much has
changed physically.
But while the changes
may have been small,
the true evolution of
the Cottage has been
the changing role it
Wisteria as book store, 1975
has played in the lives
of many La Jollans. When I first came to work at the Society I quickly learned
how many people in La Jolla feel personally connected to the Cottage either
through the Balmer School or through its many years as John Cole’s Book
Shop. Visitors to our exhibits and members of the Society are inspired by the
building to tell stories of life as a student at Louise Balmer’s school while
others talk about either working at the Coles’ Book Shop or spending hours
hunting for the perfect book for either a day at the beach or a night in front
of the fire place. So for each building although they diverge in how they came
to be what they are: one an example of adapting the physical space to serve a
larger purpose (hint, South Moulton Villa) and the other a site of changing
purpose (Wisteria Cottage). Both now stand as examples of historic
preservation and both remain important players in the cultural and social life
of La Jolla.

Michael Mishler is the Society’s Archivist & Curator
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Capital Campaign Donors
(As of August 24th, 2012)

Visionaries ($100,000 & above)
Ellen C. Revelle*, Anne Revelle Shumway, Mary
Revelle Paci, Bill Revelle, and Carolyn Revelle
Harle Garth Montgomery*
Dave & Sandy Coggan Erickson
Carolyn Yorston-Wellcome

Pacesetters ($25,000 - $99,999)
Richard & Rita Atkinson
Lewis & Constance Branscomb
Orrin & Karen Gabsch
Carol & Henry F. Hunte Fund
Irwin & Joan Jacobs
Las Patronas
Betty-Jo Petersen
J. Frederick & Susan Oliver
Arthur & Jeannie Rivkin, Rivkin Family Foundation

Historians ($10,000 - $24,999)
Dr. John & Susanna Lipe Aalbers
John E. Barbey, Jr.
Bennett & Associates
Tommy & Jean Carroll
Chism Brothers Painting
Peter B. Clark
Roger* & Ann Craig
Leslie Davis & David Garitty
Barbara Dawson* and Family
– Diane, Douglas & Susan, and Joanne Dawson
Don & Lael Dewhurst
Dewhurst & Associates
Joan Drinkwater
Gail Forbes
Chris & Christina Freundt
H. Bailey* & Sharilyn Gallison, Sr.
Bill Gibbs
Grunow Construction
Francis* & Judith Haxo
Virgil & Jonnie Hoffman
Roy & Diane Hollingsworth
Dr. & Mrs. Oliver W. Jones
William* & Burl Mackenzie
David & Patsy Marino
Scott & Betsy McClendon
The Merewether Family In Honor of Mollie Stewart Miles
Peek Brothers Painting
The Philip and Ann White Fund/Vanguard
Charitable Endowment Program
Claire Reiss
Victor L. Sell Family
Robert C. & Melesse W. Traylor
Dr. Wylie* & Betty Vale
John H. & Margie Warner
Robert* & Marian Warwick
Ann L. Zahner
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Partners ($5,000 - $9,999)
David & Sharon Ballidis Holden, The Ballidis Group
Eleanor D. Sullivan Barbey
Judith V. Brucker
Virginia D. Barbey & Jan S. Gobel
Roy & Diane Bell
Drs. James & Mary Berglund

Dr. Cliff & Carolyn Colwell
Davis Marketing
Dr. Seuss Foundation at the recommendation
of Audrey Geisel
Mark & Terre Edwards
Robert & Mary Eikel
Danah Fayman
Richard & Judi Freeman
John & Anne Gilchrist
Thomas & Alanna* Grunow
Ruth Hayward
Ingrid B. Hibben
Betsy Hillyer
Peggy Howell & the Howell-Pence Family
James & Elspeth Myer
Nicolas & Caroline Nierenberg
Mark & Patti Nussbaum
Nancy Ames Petersen
Dave & Marlene Reynolds
Lea & Betsy Rudee
David Raphael Singer Architects
Mary & Ron Taylor
Dr. Thomas* & Nell Waltz
Donald & Jeannette Yeckel
Friends ($1,500 - $4,999)
Dr. Reid Abrams & Micki Olin
Raul and Lisa Albanez
Chris & Kelley Albence
Mary Ruth Barton
A.R. Bell Family
F. H. “Trip” & Alice Bennett
Aurelia Brown
Suzi Bustamante
Dr. Ruth Covell
Courtney Ann Coyle & Steve McDonald
Janet & Daniel de la Vega, Rachel, Daniel, Mary,
John,& Fred
Ronald N. & Elizabeth Hillyer Davidson
Charles & Anne Dick
Ralph Dilley, M.D.
The Doerr Family In Memory of Virginia Klein Doerr
Karin Donaldson
Dr. Don & Mary Ellen Fleischli
Steven Haskins
Bo & Anita Hedfors
Oliver* & Norma James
Maurice Kawashima
Thomas & Nettie Keck
Fredrick & Angelina Kleinbub
Bert & Gladys Kohn
Gerald & Ann Lipschitz
Lydia & John McNeil
Patricia K. Miller
Garna Muller
Hiomi* & Marie Nakamura
Ed & Carolyn Parrish
Gina Phillips
The Samuel I. & John Henry Fox Foundation
Paul & Edie Sanchez
Charles “Red” & Kathy Scott
Jeffrey D. Shorn
George Silvani
Gary & Charito Ulinskas
Rudy Vaca

Advocates ($500 - $1,499)
Craig & Chris Andrews
Sally Ashburn
Wafa & Nancy Corbin Assaf
Bob & Lynn Bell
John & Melissa Bolthouse
Althea Brimm
Fay P. Bullitt
Conrad* & Christa Burke
Dr. John & Elizabeth Carson
Anne Coleman*
Colonial Dames of America, San Diego County
Dick & Patricia Dahlberg
Shirleymae Davis
Drs. Ed & Martha Dennis
Michael & Kelly Dorvillier
Russell & Eloise Duff
Henry & Estelle Ebert
Elisabeth K. Ecke
Molly & BIll Eldredge
Dr. Max & Melissa Elliot
Darrell & Dorothy Ann Fanestil
Bill & Anne Ferguson
Marian & Walter Trevor, Jane Trevor Fetter
& Thompson Fetter Fund
Julie Fiss
Elliot & Diane Feuerstein
Drs. Edward & Joy Frieman
James & Joy Furby
Creighton & Charlotte Gallaway
David Goldberg
Robert & Helen Goldstein
Jimmie & Carolyn Greenslate
Helga Halsey
Ross & Jennifer Harter
Leigh & Stan Hartman
Dr. Rodger & Mary Heglar
Clarke & Wilhelmina Herring
David & Sharon Ballidis Holden
Thomas & Marcy Holthus
Doris A. Howell, MD
Peter & Barbara Jefferson
Frank B. & Jade Geneve Kepner
Kronemyer-Pieper-Rossbacher Families
Lois Lasry
Gale Lazzaro
Angeles Leira
Bud & Patricia Lester
Bruce & Sherri Lightner
Rosamond Larmour Loomis
Brian C. Malk & Nancy H. Heitel
Simon & Diana Malk
Susan McKean-Walden
David & Marjorie McNair
William & Patricia Meanley
James W. Meek
Neil & Judith Morgan
Janice Copley Obre
Dr. Solon & Peggy* Palmer, Jr.
Ann Poovey
Mr. & Mrs. Trumbull Richard
Edith Schroeder
Harry Rudolph, III & Danielle Shapero
David & Mary Ruyle
Phyllis Scripps

Capital Campaign Donors
John S.* & Mary Ann Shelton
Dr. Jack & Bonnie Sipe
Soroptimist International of La Jolla
Sidney & Judith* Stutz
Joseph & Elizabeth Taft
Michael W. & Marlene Teitelman
John W. Thiele*
Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Vandendriesse
Irma Ruth Waser
Dr. John & Penelope West
David Weston
Willis Allen Real Estate / Andy Nelson
Tim & Cindy Wollaeger
Right Rev. Robert M. Wolterstorff*
Contributors (Gifts up to $499)
Victoria Adams
Margery Abinanti
Janet Ambrozek
Jack & Betsy Anthony
Joyce Axelrod & Joseph Fisch
Judith Backhaus
Dr. Varda Peller Backus
Dana Baldwin
Elizabeth Barkett
Janet T. Barnum
Michael & Melissa Bartell
Irv & Sue Bernstein
Kevin Bertrand
Robert & Virginia Black
Denise Blickenstaff
Mary Boehm
Dr. & Mrs. L.P. Bogle
Dennis & Lucy Borsenberger
Pamela Boynton
Jane Bradford
William S. Brandt
Brockton Villa Restaurant
Jeff Broido
Jacqueline G. Brown
John Brown
Stephen & Scottie Brown
Wendy Browning
Dr. Anthony & May Bull
Carol Butler
Mary Ann Calcott, D.D.S.
Irene Catarella
Devin Chin-Lee
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Cobble
Mary Lee Coleman
Delia Constant
Dempsey & Berneice Copeland
Winogene L. Corbin
Ted & Warrine Cranston
Harry & Joanne Crosby
Ralph K. & Charlotte Dammann
George & Cari Damoose
Lynn E. Day & Family
Julia de Beauclair
Henriette De Jong
Dick & Sheila Dean
Virginia Deardorff
Michael & Janet Delaney
Katy & Michael Dessent
Kenneth & Lynda Diamond
Dr. Walter & Barbara Doren

Susan H. Dramm
Eileen Droege
Dawn DuCharme & Charles Grebing
Charles Dunning
Robert & Mary Durham
Dr. & Mrs. Arthur G. Edwards
Connie Englert
Mimi Ewens
Alan & Meredith Feddersen
Mr. & Mrs. James Fitzgerald
Helen P. Fox
Dr. Herman & Helen Froeb
Ira Gaines
Ruth M. Gilbert
Laurie Golder & T.C. Luoma
Melvin & Mary Lou Goldstein
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Gotfredson
Lawrence Gratt
Mr. & Mrs. Juan E. Green
Christine Greer
Windi Grimes
Carol Lynne Grossman
Bryna Haber
Al & Virginia Hales
Barbara Hammitt
Sandra Harding
Walter Harrison
Margaret Headley
Edvard A. & Barbara B. Hemmingsen
Richard & Anne Hibbard
Aline G. Hornaday
Marjorie Huntington
Jeannette Hutchinson
David & Dawn Inglish
David & Jan Irwin
Betty Jacobs
James & Lynn Jahn
Alice Johnson
Michael & Nancy Kaehr
Dr. John Keethler
William & Tricia Kellogg
Siavash Khadjehzadeh
Janet Klauber
Philip Klauber
Joyce Klein
Curt & Nancy Koch
Nancy Koehler
Peter Kruidenier
The La Jolla Villagers
Marianne Liebhardt
Fred Livingstone
Diana Lowe
Janet Lowe*
Robert Ludwig & Kimberley Penny
Rozanne Mack
Daniel & Janet Marche
Steve Mariucci
Joe & Linda Marrone
Dr. Stuart & Anne Marshall
Richard & Shirley Mau
Holly McCormick
Byron & Jennifer McCoy
Dr. Herbert & Lani McCoy
Jean McKee
Jeanne G. McNitt
The Merhar Family

Susan Myerson
Mary L. Mitchell
Dr. Walter Munk
Timothy S. Myers
Esther R. Nahama
Josephine Nerini
Dr. & Mrs. Peter Nordland
Ralph & Becky O’Conner
Paul & Marge Palmer
Joan S. Patton
Nancy H. Payne
John & Ernestine Peak
Richard “Pete” & Jody Petersen
Harry* & Betty Phillips
Rusty & Angie Preisendorfer
Mary Price
Frederic Raab
Joyce Rafkin
Rudolph & Carla Rehm
John & Dannie Sue Reis
Richard Restuccia & Devonna Hall
Dori Robbins
Clifford P. Robertson
Lois Roon
Steven S. Rossi & Mary Lynn Hyde
Blair & Georgia Sadler
Barbara Saltman
Don Schmidt
Mike & Sue Schreibman
Robert & Molly Schulze
Barbara Seymour
Linda Sherman
Barbara Slavin
Mamie Sorokin
Mr. & Mrs. William Stein
Herschel & Camille Wilder Stern
John & Barbara Stevenson
Lester & Elizabeth Stiel
Robert & Ruth Swisher
George Suzuki & Katherine Corliss
John Talbot
Tasende Gallery
Robert & Patricia Teaff
Mr. & Mrs.J.M. Thompson
Doris Troutman
Henry & Donatella Wachtel
Yolanda Walther-Meade
Adele M. Webster
Philip & Barbara Weiler
Jane Wheeler
Victor Wild
Floyd & Sybil Wilkins
Dr. Brian & Penny Williams
Steve & Stephanie Williams
John & Janet Wingfield
Roberta Wolff
Frank Wyatt
RADM & Mrs. Guy Zeller, USN (Ret.)
* deceased
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Volunteer Focus
Volunteer Focus

L

Lois Hindell (left) and daughter
Andrea Brannan

ois Hindell and Andrea Brannan
have all the attributes organizations
such as the La Jolla Historical Society
look for in volunteers: A passion for
learning and sharing history and a
love of people. In addition both are
natural organizers and have energy to
spare.
This mother and daughter team
are a whirlwind of ideas and possess
the ability to get things done. For the
2012 Ellen Browning Scripps luncheon
they scoured antique shops and eBay
to find a collection of unique teapots
they turned into table centerpieces
that were then sold to the highest
bidders. When the docent-led walking

tours needed a boost, they stepped in to make sure the tours remained a
popular weekend activity for visitors and scores of La Jollans.
Originally from Seattle, they have lived in San Diego for years. In the
1990’s Lois worked with the Gaslamp Quarter Association. Andrea who
graduated from Mission Bay High School, got her first job at the Pannikin.
They came to the Society in response to an ad looking for docents and,
although working as realtors for Pacific Sotheby's International Realty on
Ivanhoe keeps them busy, decided volunteering might be fun.
When talking to Andrea and Lois, their creativity and love of putting
ideas and people together in new and exciting combinations quickly comes
through, “We would love to have the Society put together a salon that would
allow people to share ideas about art, science and life,” Lois says. Andrea
connects the idea to La Jolla’s past by adding, “in the way Anna Held did
when she owned the Green Dragon.” As the conversation spins around how
that might work, the talk turns to interactive exhibits, music, art programs
and many other ideas that can make the La Jolla Historical Society a larger
part of life in the community.

New and Renewing Members
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Marianne and John Adey
Christopher Albence
Karen Alexander
Kathryn Anthony
Martha Argomedo
George Ashley
Marina Baroff
James Barry
Robert Bartzokas
Robert and Pascale Bauer
J. Dennis Bender
John and Charleen Boyl
Donna Boynton
Connie and Lewis Branscomb
Paul and Liza Breuninger
Althea Brimm
Jacqueline Brown
David and Wendy Browning
Mary Buchanan
Buche & Associates, P.C.
Hermina Burger
Tommy and Jean Carroll
Casa de Mañana

Alberta Casey
Charles Castle
Joseph Checota
Chism Brothers Painting
Delia Constant
Elizabeth Courtier
Ann Craig
Jean Cromwell
Shirleymae Davis
Anna Deneen
Edward and Martha Dennis
Katy and Mike Dessent
Walter Eckhart
Arthur and Joyce Edwards
Alison Figi
Sheila A. Fleet
Jean Fort
Sally Fuller
William Einar & Sally Gall
David and Kimberley Gambling
Judith George
Anne and John Gilchrist
Carol Gilster

Robert and Jamie Ginsberg
Ronald and Kathy Gold
Melvin and Mary Lou Goldstein
Sandhya Gouger
Claire Grezemkovsky
Dee Ground
Sandra Harding
Wade and Margaret Harris
Ross and Jennifer Harter
Kenneth Haygood
Terry Hazard
Clarke and Wilhemina Herring
E. Joan Hoobler
Margaret Howell
Janet Hume
Caroline Isaacs
Leonard Janis
Julia Ann Williams Jones
Barbara Kamesar
Maurice Kawashima
Thomas and Nettie Keck
John Keethler
Pradeep Khosla

Alice Kirby
James Kitchel
Duane and Lynn Knize
Curt and Nancy Koch
Meredith Lewis
Marie Lia
Molly McClain
Scott and Betsy McClendon
Byron and Jennifer McCoy
Herbert McCoy
Nancy McLaughlin
James and Kris McMillan
Roger and Jeanne McNitt
Ellen and Ray Merewether
Patricia Miller
Sally and David Miller
Susan Miller
Modern La Jolla
Diann S. Morgan
Susan Murphy
Margo Nappi
John and Sandy Nichols
Mark and Patti Nussbaum

Tom and Marilyn Olson
H. Alice Orgel
Joan Patton
Richard Petersen
Dan and Donna Peterson
Mason and Elizabeth Phelps
Patricia Price
Adelaide Pund
Joyce Quintana
Trumbull Richard
Steve and Beverlee Ring
Dori Robbins and Bob McCue
John and Marcia Robinson
Aimeclaire Roche
Gladys Rosen
Glenda Rothberg
Lea and Betsy Rudee
E. Carole Sabin
Blair and Georgia Sadler
Kay Sanger
Barbara Schmidt
Judy P. Schulman
Robert Scurlock

Karen Seat
Nancy Shields
John Siglow
Howard Singer
Judy Smith
John and Sue Sroka
Carol Star
Diane Stark
Richard and Linda Strauss
Sidney Stutz
Michelle and David Talcott
Gayle Tejada
Phil and Leslie Teyssier
The Schreibman Family
Alfred and Susan Vandendriesse
Mary Vicknair
Mary Walshok
John and Margie Warner
Marian Warwick
Joan Wilson
Todd and Betsy Witt
Carlyn Wolcott-Kelley
Ruth Diane Yansick

Our Corporate Supporters
Corporate Partner Spotlight: DuCharme Architecture
espite this and despite
D
that, there remains a
lot to love about La Jolla,
says architect Laura
Ducharme Conboy, who
started her own firm here in
1992 and continues to be
one of the award-winning
practitioners in residential
architecture. DuCharme
appreciates La Jolla for
small wonders such as
having “lanes,” instead of
“alleys;” the “accidental”
buildings along Girard
Avenue such as the original
Laura Ducharme Conboy
I Magnin store (“far better
than anything that could
have been designed with a set community plan”) and the sharpness of the
white and blue colors at Mary Star of the Sea Church and Stella Maris Academy.
“As I drive through town, these are just a few of the things I always love
to look at,” says DuCharme. “And, although there are people here who design
projects to maximize investments, there are also a lot of people who appreciate

the integrity of the historic
housing stock and want to
keep the charm.”
Working out of an office
in the Crosby Center on
Herschel Avenue, DuCharme
keeps a busy schedule going
with residential remodels. She recently completed a major project in La Jolla
Shores combining elements of contemporary architecture with the style of a
Japanese farm house featured in San Diego Home/Garden magazine.
In the process of completion are remodels on Muirlands Vista Way and
Virginia Way.
“I think we have passed the point of people needing very large houses and
that much space to live in,” she says: Today’s interests are more in opening
up existing spaces, bigger kitchens and taller ceilings.
DuCharme, her husband, Garth, and two children live in a 1940s home
in Ludington Heights. She takes a special interest in spreading the word
about architecture and design to young people and, for the second year, is
chairing the Young Architects Summer Camp being presented by the La
Jolla Historical Society in July. She also heads BEEP (Built Environment
Education Program) San Diego.

CORPORATE MEMBERS
Bennett & Associates

Bird Rock Coffee Roasters

(858) 454-4555

birdrockcoffeeroasters.com

Chism Brothers Painting

Coles Fine Flooring

chismbrothers.com

Linda Marrone, Realtor

colescarpets.com

Buche & Associates P.C.

(619) 980-0928

Davis Marketing

Girard Gourmet

davismarketing.net

girardgourmet.com

Modern San Diego

LindaMarrone.com

Chandler Communications

buchelaw.com

modernsandiego.com

Peek Brothers

Scripps Health

peekbrotherspainting.com

scripps.org

Grunow Construction
grunowconstruction.com

Warwick’s
warwicks.com

Adelaide's Flowers

DuCharme Architecture

La Jolla Beach & Tennis Club

adelaidesflowers.com

ducharmearchitecture.com

ljbtc.com

Pascale F. Bauer Consulting

DW PrintWorks

La Jolla Photo & Imaging

(858) 699-2540

dwprintworks.com

ljphoto.com/

The Bed & Breakfast Inn of La Jolla

Garitty Tree Care

La Jolla Village Merchants Association

(858) 456-2066

(504) 875-1195

lajollabythesea.com

Bowers Jewelers

Girard Avenue Collection

La Valencia Hotel

(858) 459-3678

girardavenuecollection.com

lavalencia.com

The Brick & Bell Café

The Grande Colonial, La Jolla

National Charity League, San Diego Chapter

(858) 551-0928

thegrandecolonial.com

nclsd.org

Casa de Mañana

Herringbone

Ross Thiele & Son, Ltd., Interior Design

casademanana.com

HerringboneEats.com

rossthiele.com

City National Bank

IS Architecture

SOS Printing

cnb.com

isarchitecture.com

sosprint.com

INTERESTED IN CORPORATE MEMBERSHIP FOR YOUR BUSINESS?
CONTACT THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR HEATH FOX TODAY AT 858-459-5335
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Preservation
Monitor
Status of Historic Structures in La Jolla
Saved

In Transition

Mid-Century Case Study House No. 1 (2329
Rue de Anne) Designed and built in 1961 as a case
study house as part of a triad on the slopes of Mt.
Soledad, this unique residence is on the way
to becoming a historic landmark. The LA
Conservancy moved to place it on the National
Register of Historic Place. The designation
recently was endorsed by the City of San Diego
Historic Resources Board.

Rue de Anne) Architect Ed Killingsworth designed
a triad of case study houses to nestle on the slopes of
Mt. Soledad in 1961. This home, over 50 years old,
was nominated along with 2329 for the National
Register of Historic Places by the LA Conservancy.
The owners, however, chose not to endorse the
nomination. “Case studies” were a project sponsored
by California Arts and Architecture magazine to
experiment with new designs and materials for
residential living in post World War II.

Lost

In Transition

Mid-Century Duplex

Mid-Century Case Study House No. 2 (2342

(754-758 Bonair St.)
This property is set for demolition as part of a backflip situation to change from a duplex to single
family residences to be built on the site near the
bike path off Nautilus Street. Three three-story
homes are planned on the 9,225 sq. ft. lot. They
will range in size from 1,929 sq. ft. to 2,185 sq. ft.
with Dan Linn as the designing architect.

Organic Contemporary Landmark

(9805
Blackgold Rd.) A signature home in the Black Horse
Farms area designed by maverick experimental
architect Kendrick Kellogg, this residence has gained
noteworthy attention through the years for its
curvilinear mushroom-like forms that dominate the
façade. The City of San Diego Historic Resources
Board, however, recently turned down a bid for
historic designation on the basis of structural changes
that have taken place on the building. Kellogg
originally designed the residence in collaboration
with artist James Hubbell.

Lost

Spanish Eclectic (311 Dunemere Dr.) Owner

Landmark Tree (7800 block Ivanhoe Ave.) One

Mitt Romney is demolishing this Barber Tract
residence to construct a new 11,062 sq. ft., twostory house (above basement) adjacent to the beach.
The project also will include an attached garage,
hardscape and retaining walls. The existing pool,
spa and sea wall that presently are part of the
property are scheduled to remain.

of many eucalyptus planted along the streets of La
Jolla by founding fathers in the late 19th century,
was cut down and removed from the front of a
building being remodeled – another in a line of
eucalyptus taken out because they are said to be
safety hazards. Shortly after La Jolla was founded in
1887, pioneers planted nearly 2,000 trees along La
Jolla’s streets and avenues as a beautification effort,
many growing to overhang thoroughfares much

like the oak alleys in the American South. Only
a handful remain.

La Jolla Historical Society’s Walking Tour of Historic La Jolla
During the 90-minute 1.5-mile tour, guests begin their tour at the La Jolla
Historical Society’s 1909 Cottage (7846 Eads Ave) and then proceed to 15
additional stops in La Jolla’s historic downtown village with a knowledgeable volunteer.

• Second and fourth Saturdays of every month at 10:00 am
• $10 for adults / children 12 and under free (if accompanied by adult)
• Advanced reservation required; call reservation line at 858-480-6424
• Private tours available upon request
NOTE: This is a brisk walk with some hills

Stroll Through Your Community’s Past!
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People, PLaces & Things
Readers Are Leaders

Concours d’Elegance
A Magnificent Success
Concours photos by Rudy Vaca

Best in Show Post-War 1954 Mercedes Benz
300 SL Gullwing | Russell & Elena Hook

Best in Show Pre-War1937 Bugatti Type 57
Cabriolet | Paul Emple

housands of spectators, collectors and restorers of vintage vehicles enjoyed a
hird graders at La Jolla Elementary School hosted LJHS historian Carol
Td’Elegance
beautiful day at Scripps Park for the ninth annual La Jolla Concours
Olten this spring for the annual “Readers Are Leaders” program. Olten
Tshared
this spring. Concours chairman Michael Dorvillier heralded this
information with the students on La Jolla history and read several
childrens’ stories to the class. “Readers Are Leaders” started as a national
program 16 years ago to educate young students about the importance of
reading in their lives. Members of the La Jolla community from various
professional disciplines participate in the local program under the supervision
of elementary school principal Donna S. Tripi.

Panel Discussion
rogressive attitudes of La Jolla
P
community planning in the
1980s were revisited in a recent

year’s event as “the biggest and best ever.” “We had incredible feedback
from around the country,” said Dorvillier, chairing the event for the second year
in a row. “It was best in terms of the caliber of cars we had as well as for the
participation of the three top museums in the country,” he said.
More than 150 automobiles competed for awards. A 1937 Bugatti Type 57
Cabriolet took the pre-World War II best in show prize. The post-war best in
show prize went to a 1954 Mercedes Benz 300SL Gullwing.Presented by the
La Jolla Historical Society, the Concours annually acknowledges the preservation
of classic automobiles and the art of their restorations. Next year’s event will
celebrate European race history with Bentleys and Ferraris as the two car marks.

panel discussion hosted this
spring by the La Jolla Historical
Society. Participants examined the
work of two organizations, in
particular – BLOB (Ban Large
Office Buildings) and the PDO
(Planned District Ordinance) – in
regard to their efforts in community planning. Composing the panel were
many individuals who contributed to the 1980s efforts: Angeles Leira, Robert
Collins, Orrin Gabsch, Ione Stiegler, Mark Fehlman and James Alcorn.

Secret Garden Tour Blooms Again

View from the stage. Thousands of car lovers
enjoyed the Concours d’ Elegance at Scripps Park.

Rosamond Larmour Loomis (2.14.1911-3.3.2013)
ife handed Rosamond some hard challenges, but with wit and hard work
LBachelor’s
she soldiered through the depression and World War II to acquire a
degree from Hollins College, a Masters degree in English Literature

ore than a thousand persons enjoyed this
M
spring’s 15th annual Secret Garden Tour
making the annual event one of the most
successful in its history. This year’s tour featuring
a range of historic and contemporary gardens
throughout La Jolla was augmented by a Garden
Boutique on the lawn of Wisteria Cottage where
visitors enjoyed a variety of vendors selling
furniture and objects related to garden design.
Susan Vandendriesse, one of the founders of the
original SGT, chaired the boutique while Pam
Filley and Sue Kalish served as chairs of the tour,
benefitting the La Jolla Historical Society.

from Radcliff College and years of teaching and administrative experience
in public and private schools. In 1953 she became the Head Mistress of The
Bishop’s School, then a school of 140 girls. Under Miss Larmour’s leadership
dorm rooms were humanized, young teachers were recruited, more day
students were sought, alumnae were organized and parents were welcomed.
Enrollment grew to 302. In 1962 a divided Board of Trustees abruptly asked
for her resignation. The community of La Jolla was shaken. Reuben H. Fleet
offered Rosamond and her assistant Mary Moran funds to resume their
graduate studies. Rosamond enrolled in a course at UC Berkeley. She was
visited there by Richard Loomis, a retired trustee, who sought to understand
what had happened to end her tenure. A short time later at age 52 she
launched a new phase of life as Mrs. Richard Loomis. Although she never
lost her love for her native Virginia, she was a devoted La Jollan for 60 years.
Her greatest joy was sharing life with her former students, friends and family.
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News & Events

Summer Camps: Young Photographers and Young Architects
This summer three camps are being offered: one for aspiring young photographers and two for aspiring young architects.
Students in each camp will explore the community of La Jolla.

T

his is the third year that the La Jolla Historical Society and Outside the Lens have partnered to offer a young photographer’s summer camp. Outside
the Lens is a San Diego County non-profit dedicated to helping young people gain self-knowledge by interacting with their communities through
photography and digital media.

This summer’s La Jolla program for incoming 6th through 8th grade students will run from Monday, July 8 through Friday July 12. It will focus on “Street
Photography” exploring the techniques used by renowned photographers to capture life in the public arena. Students can register for either half-day
sessions (9:30-12:00) or full day sessions (9:30-3:00) Afternoon sessions will explore more advanced photographic techniques. To register and to see
other programs offered by OTL visit their website at https://outsidethelens.org/register/summer2013/
The young architects’ summer camp is being offered for the second year. The program is designed and taught by award-winning local architects headed
by Laura DuCharme-Conboy. Students learn to think in three dimensions through drawing, constructing measuring and touring. They are taught Sketchup, a CAD (Computer Aided Design) program on rented computers. Visits to local houses designed by extraordinary architects of different eras demonstrate
the richness of La Jolla’s architectural heritage. Each week-long program culminates in the student designing his or her own structure on a specified
site. Instructors donating their time and expertise include Laura DuCharme Conboy, Pauly De Bartolo, Trip Bennett and Jeffrey Shorn. Lunch will be provided.
Funding has been provided by the Kiwanis Club of La Jolla . Additional support is being given by National Charity League, Wahoo’s Fish
Tacos, The Cottage, & Amici’s
Kiwanis Club
of La Jolla

Session 1 for students entering grades 6 through 8 will run from July 15- 19, 9:00 am to 3:00 pm.
Session 2 for students entering grades 9 through 12 will run from July 22-26, 9:00 am to 3:oo pm.

To register visit the La Jolla Historical Society’s website at http://lajollahistory.org/education/young-architects-summer-camp/
Or call: 858-459-5335

A photo in last issue’s newsletter mis-identified
Lynn Fayman and Russell Forester.
In the picture Fayman is on the left
and Forester, the right.
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MEMBERSHIP

MERCHANDISE

FRIEND
$50 annually or $140 for three years
• Annual subscription to the Timekeeper newsletter
• Invitations and discounted rates to exhibitions, public programs, and special events
• 10% discount on purchases of photographic reproductions and LJHS merchandise

HERITAGE
$100 annually or $275 for three years

PUBLICATIONS
Historic La Jolla Walking Tour guidebook................................. 5.99
Arcadia Publishing books
La Jolla.....................................................................................19.99
La Jolla: Then & Now..............................................................21.99
The Preservation of Historic Architecture..................................24.99
Exhibit catalogs.............................................................................1.99
La Jolla Post Office ....................................................................20.00*

• Annual subscription to the Timekeeper newsletter
• Invitations and discounted rates to exhibitions, public programs, and special events
• 10% discount on purchases of photographic reproductions and LJHS merchandise
• 20% discount coupon at Warwick’s Bookstore
• 20% discount coupon at Meanley & Son Ace Hardware

BENEFACTOR
$250 annually or $700 for three years

* - Donation (no tax)

DVDs
A Century of San Diego Architecture.......................................29.99
Soaring Torry Pines.......... ..........................................................10.00*
La Jolla Post Office ....................................................................10.00*
* - Donation (no tax)

• Annual subscription to the Timekeeper newsletter
• Invitations and discounted rates to exhibitions, public programs, and special events
• 15% discount on purchases of photographic reproductions and LJHS merchandise
• 20% discount coupon at Warwick’s Bookstore
• 20% discount coupon at Meanley & Son Ace Hardware
• Your choice of one 5”x7” reproduction historic photograph from the Society’s collection

PHOTOGRAPHIC PRINTS
5” x 7” ............................................................................................17.99
5" X 7" (matted).......................................................................... .19.99
8" X 10"......................................................................................... .22.99
11" X 14".........................................................................................37.99
16" X 20"................................................................................... .. ..51.99
20" X 24"............................................................................... ..........74.99
Custom orders available; prices vary

MISCELLANEOUS
Note Cards (5-pk)........................................................................14.99
Postcards...........................................................................................99
Coffee mug............................................................................................5.99
Exhibit & event posters..................................................................7.99
SGT notecards (5-pk).....................................................................9.99
T-Shirts.............................................................................................10.99
"La Jolla Heritage Series" art.......................................................19.99
Canvas gardener's hat...............................................................37.99
*8% California sales tax applies

JEWEL
$500 annually or $1400 for three years
• Annual subscription to the Timekeeper newsletter
• Invitations and discounted rates to exhibitions, public programs, and special events
• 20% discount on purchases of photographic reproductions and LJHS merchandise
• 20% discount coupon at Warwick’s Bookstore
• 20% discount coupon at Meanley & Son Ace Hardware
• Your choice of one 8”x10” reproduction historic photograph from the Society’s collection

LEGACY
$1,000 annually or $2,750 for three years
• Annual subscription to the Timekeeper newsletter
• Invitations and discounted rates to exhibitions, public programs, and special events
• 20% discount on purchases of photographic reproductions and LJHS merchandise
• 20% discount coupon at Warwick’s Bookstore
• 20% discount coupon at Meanley & Son Ace Hardware
• Your choice of one 11”x14” reproduction historic photograph from the Society’s collection
• Tour of Wisteria Cottage and lunch for four with the Executive Director

Give the Gift of History!
Share your support of the Society
and love of La Jolla history with
others. Gift memberships are
perfect for friends, family, students,
and business colleagues.

PLEASE CONTACT US ABOUT
• Capital and endowment support for the Society
• Exhibition and public program underwriting
• Support for collection preservation
• Volunteering at the Society
• Including the Society in financial and estate plans
• Corporate Membership

The Society is a tax-exempt, public benefit, non-profit corporation and qualifies under Section 501(c)(3) of the IRS
Code of 1986, as amended. Your membership and donations are tax-deductible as allowed by law.
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SPECIAL MAGAZINE PARTNERSHIP FOR SOCIETY MEMBERS
For every two-year ($28) subscription to San Diego Home/Garden Lifestyles
magazine purchased by members of the La Jolla Historical Society, $10 goes
to the Society!
www.sdhg.net

Advertise in Timekeeper

The La Jolla Historical Society accepts advertisements in
its newsletter. Quarterly circulation of Timekeeper is over
1,200 with an estimated 2,000 pass-along. All
proceeds for advertisements enable the Society to expand
and enhance the educational and historical content of
Timekeeper.

For more information, contact: info@lajollahistory.org
(858) 459-5335
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A PASSION FOR PRESERVATION
Master Architect, Thomas Shepherd
by Linda Marrone

After graduating from the School of Architecture at Columbia University, Thomas Shepherd (1897-1979) enjoyed a 50-year
career designing buildings in La Jolla, Rancho Santa Fe, Orange County, Coronado and Mt. Helix. Shepherd arrived in California
in the 1920s and worked briefly in Pasadena and Santa Barbara for noted architect, George Washington Smith. He arrived
in La Jolla in 1926 and a few years later, designed the Spanish-style arcade building at 1117 Wall Street where he maintained
his offices. A brief partnership with architect Herbert Mann, who is also considered a master, ended in 1932.
Shepherd preferred to customize his homes to meet his client's needs and his designs are in no particular architectural
style. However, his travels to Europe and particularly the Mediterranean region clearly had an influence on him as his designs
have a classic timeless quality about them. During his prolific career, Shepherd designed over two hundred residences, most
of them in La Jolla.
Currently, La Jolla has fourteen single-family Shepherd designed residences
listed as designated historic sites. In addition to his homes, Shepherd also
designed a number of buildings. He designed additions to some of our community's most noteworthy structures as well, including: the La Valencia (HRB
site #204), Darlington House (HRB site #327), The Little Hotel by the Sea (HRB
site #181) and the Marine Room/Beach & Tennis Club. The Parker Office
Building (HRB site #230) located at 7917 Girard Avenue (an annex to the
Athenaeum) is designed in the Zigzag Moderne style is a sample of Shepherd's
architectural range.

230 Prospect, designed by Shepherd in 1960

Recently, I listed a condominium at 230 Prospect, which is also a Shepherd designed building. Over the years I have sold
several of Tom Shepherd's homes in La Jolla and I noticed that the same linen closet design I have seen in his homes is also
in the condominium units at 230 Prospect. The linen closet is designed with a pull out wooden board, similar to a cutting
board that is used for folding linens - a clever idea.
According to the Directory of San Diego Architects 1868-1939, it is said that Thomas Shepherd's designs gave La Jolla a
certain "look" second only to the beauty of it's beaches. I heartily concur!
230 Prospect Street #11, was remodeled in 2011 and features 2 BR/1 BA. The 19 unit building features a roof top area
with panoramic views of the ocean and La Jolla and is offered at: $625,000.

LINDA MARRONE
Historic & Architectural Specialist
Coldwell Banker - La Jolla
858•456•3224
lmarrone@san.rr.com
www.LindaMarrone.com
DRE#00616212
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List or purchase a home from Linda
and mention that you read about her
in “Timekeeper” and she will happily
donate a percentage of her commission
to the LaJolla Historical Society.
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PO Box 2085
La Jolla, CA 92038
858•459•5335

Non-Profit Org
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San Diego, CA

www.lajollahistory.org
info@lajollahistory.org

Additional funding generously provided
by the City of San Diego Commission
for Arts and Culture, Ellen Browning
Scripps Foundation, Las Patronas,
and San Diego County.
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