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Heath Fox will help
Historical Society
gain new relevance
Heath Fox is the executive director of the
La Jolla Historical Society. He previously
served as the deputy director for operations
at The Broad Art Foundation; assistant dean
of arts and humanities at UC San Diego;
director of administration
at the San Diego Museum
of Art; and associate
director for administration
at the Museum of
Photographic Arts.
His first career was as
an officer in the U.S.
Marine Corps. He holds
an M.A. in museum
studies from the University
Heath Fox
of Leicester and a B.S. in
business finance from Virginia Tech.
Fox is a graduate of the Getty Leadership
Institute’s museum management program
and the Harvard Business School executive
education program. He served as chair of the
Carlsbad Arts Commission, as president of
the board of trustees of the Balboa Art
Conservation Center and as president of the
board of Balboa Park Central.

A Remarkable Life So Far

Walter Munk is often referred to as
the world’s ‘greatest living
oceanographer.’ He turns 95 years
old on Oct. 19. COURTESY PHOTOS

Walter Munk
shares swell
sea stories
n Walter Munk: “This was 1940. Harald Sverdrup (right) was then director of Scripps
Institution, which consisted of 15 people, not 50, including the gardener. We’re about
1,500 people now. I was back next summer asking Harald Sverdrup whether he would take
me on as a teacher. He said nothing for 10 long seconds, the longest silence in my life, I
think, and then said, ‘Well I suppose so, but I want you to know that I can not think of a
single job that’s going to open up in the next 12 years.’ And I quickly said ‘I’ll take it.’
You see, the situation was that the only jobs in oceanography were at Scripps, in Seattle
and in Monterrey and so you had to wait for someone to die before you could find a job.”

What brought you to La Jolla?
I’ve lived in Carlsbad for over two decades, and
over the years was often in La Jolla for business or
social reasons. I came to very much admire this
community. When I returned from Los Angeles
after completing a consulting position, my
ambition was to be executive director of a cultural
institution, and the opportunity to join the La
Jolla Historical Society came at just the right time.
This is such a beautiful place, with such a rich
history, and with citizens sincerely committed to
the local community. It’s a great match for me,
and I feel extremely fortunate to be here in La Jolla.
How would you improve the area?
Over the next couple of years, what I hope we
can add to the community is a historically
preserved, adaptive reuse renovation of Wisteria
Cottage and the La Jolla Historical Society
campus. With our collection and research
archives, and exhibition and education programs,
my aspiration is that we sustain the Society as a
relevant and active community resource, a place
that is important and inspiring to current and
future generations of La Jollans and to those who
visit this community.
Who or what inspires you?
Philosopher’s Walk, Kyoto, during the Spring
cherry blossom season.

SEE 10 QUESTIONS, B13

n Walter Munk: “I’d like to take you back to 1939, when I had just finished my junior
year at Cal Tech (California Institute of Technology) and came down to Scripps to work
here for the summer. I wish I could tell you that it was love of oceanography. It wasn’t. I
was dating a girl whose grandparents were living in La Jolla and I needed a job. We
spent a wonderful summer here. We ate abalones that we picked off the Scripps Pier at
low tide for breakfast, lunch and dinner.
Now here’s a picture taken at the time. You see the incoming swell. You see Scripps in
the foreground. And then there were a few summer cottages toward the Cove and
nothing in-between. Two miles of totally undeveloped land. It was a wonderful summer.
My romance with my girlfriend ended but I had fallen in love with Scripps and I’ve been
in love with Scripps all my life.”

By Steven Mihailovich
ll sorts of folks owe a lot
to legendary Scripps
oceanographer Walter Munk,
from surfers hoping to ride the
perfect wave to combat veterans
hoping to survive their amphibious
attack on enemy positions in World
War II.
Born in Vienna when it was still
part of the Austro-Hungarian
Empire, the 94-year-old Munk
pioneered the study of ocean swells
that allowed for forecasting them,
discovering that the waves hitting
the beach at La Jolla Shores could
originate from a storm 9,000 miles
away in the Indian Ocean.
Munk also made pivotal
contributions on questions such the
Earth’s rotation, the role of tides,
ocean acoustics and why only one
side of the moon faces the Earth.
Currently professor of geophysics
emeritus at Scripps Institution of
Oceanography and with countless
awards under his belt, Munk
presented an overview of his
phenomenal career stretching seven
decades in a lecture at the Birch
Aquarium on Oct. 8 titled “Where
the Swell Begins.” A packed house of
about 150 people attended.
These images and quotes were
taken from that presentation and
come courtesy of Munk.
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Darjeeling Limited,” “Hugo,”
and “Midnight in Paris.”

If you hosted a dinner
party for eight, whom
(living or deceased)
would you invite?
I would bring together
my wife, Terry; my son,
Henry; Banksy; Haruki
Murakami; Tim Gunn; Zadie
Smith and Ai Weiwei.
Should be a good time.

What is it that you
most dislike?
A bad attitude.
What is your most
marked characteristic?
A good attitude.
What do you do for fun?
I read, and am especially
intrigued by the subject of
postmodernism, however
illusive the concepts of that
term may be. My interests

What are your favorite
movies of all time?
These would be “The Red
Violin,” “The Fall,” “The

are in architecture, art
history and criticism,
photography and
contemporary literature.
Terry and I spend getaway
weekends at our second
home in Palm Springs, a
place that, like La Jolla, has
a lively cultural life. For
more rigorous forms of
entertainment and selfimprovement, it’s the
treadmill four times a week,
and the bicycle in Palm
Springs.
What is your motto or

philosophy of life?
A successful life hangs in
the balance between
knowing what to hold on to
and what to let go.
What would be your
dream vacation?
I am fascinated by
urban centers that have
re-invented themselves in
recent decades. My dream
vacation would be a roundthe-world trip to some
of those cities: Tokyo,
Shanghai, Dubai, Berlin
and Glasgow.

Win $1,000 for schools and an
iPad during Red Ribbon Week
The National Family Partnership will hold a national
contest for its 27th annual Red Ribbon Week, Oct. 23-31.
By participating in the contest, students and families can
win $1,000 for their school and a new iPad. The theme
is “The Best Me Is Drug Free,” and there are three steps
to enter. Students and their parents decorate their front
door, mailbox, fence, etc. with the theme. Take a photo
with the family and their decoration, and upload to
redribbon.org/contest or facebook.com/RedRibbonWeek
by Nov. 2. Then ask family and friends to vote for the
entry at redribbon.org/vote Nov. 2-16. Ten winners from
regions across the United States will win. Winners will
be announced at events at winning schools in December.

RELIGION & spirituality
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
FOURTH CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST, SAN DIEGO

Come home . . .

1270 Silverado, La Jolla • (858) 454-2266
Reading Room • 7853 Girard Avenue

Open Hearts, Open Minds,
Open Doors

Chapel Open

Monday-Friday 9 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Rev. Dr. Walter Dilg, Pastor
Sunday School and
6063 La Jolla Blvd • 858-454-7108
Sunday Worship 10 a.m.
www.lajollaunitedmethodist.org
Child Care Available

Family Concert Sunday, October 14th at 4 p.m.
Second Avenue Klezmer Ensemble • Complimentary Admission

and bring the Kids !

Sunday Services and Sunday School 10:00am
Wednesday Testimony Meetings 7:30pm

Sunday Worship Services • 9 & 10:30am

Psalms 136:1 –
O give thanks unto the Lord;
for he is good; his mercy
endureth for ever.

the earth is but one country
and mankind its citizens

Rev. Dr. Michael J. Spitters, Lead Pastor

8320 La Jolla Scenic Drive North • La Jolla • CA
858.453.3550
www.torreypineschurch.org

ALL HALLOWS CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Raymond G. O’Donnell, Pastor

Informal gatherings in La Jolla every evening.
Call (858) 454-5203 for more information.
Or join us Sunday at The San Diego Baha’i Center:
6545 Alcala Knolls Drive, off Linda Vista Dr.
9:30 am to 10 am, Multi-Faith Devotional Program
10:30 am to 12 pm, introductory talk and discussion
(858) 268-3999 • www.sandiegobahai.org • www.bahai.org

Founded
1959

Weekdays - M, T, W & F Mass - 7 am
Communion - Th 7 am & S - 8 am
Reconciliation:
Sat. 4:45 pm Sat. Vigil 5:30 pm
Sunday Masses: 8 am & 9:30 am

6602 La Jolla Scenic Drive South – (858) 459-2975
allhallows.com

The LJPC Concert Series Presents

As your faith is
strengthened you will
find that there is
no longer the need
to have a sense
of control, that
things will flow as they
will, and that you
will flow with them,
to your great
delight and benefit.

October 21, 2012
4 PM
in the Sanctuary

~Emmanuel
FREE ADMISSION

La Jolla Presbyterian Church

7715 Draper Avenue, La Jolla, CA 92037
No tickets required. Free parking in underground garage
accessed from Kline Street.
A reception will follow the concert in the Fellowship Hall.
Recorded Concert Information: 858-729-5531 www.ljpresmusic.com

Invite readers to join in worship and fellowship. Contact Michael today to place your ad. 858.886.6903 · michaelr@delmartimes.net

