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UC San Diego’s recently rehabilitated chancellor residence (re-christened Geisel House)
features breathtaking views of the Pacific Ocean and Black’s Beach.

The entry of UCSD’s Audrey Geisel University House features an original octagonal tile
feature made of encaustic tiles that was added by the home’s original owners in 1952.

Back in the Black

Historic UCSD chancellor residence reopens after lengthy remodel
Ruth Black, the Pueblo Revival-style home
(also known as the William Black House) is a
national, state and local historic landmark.
Ione Stiegler of IS Architecture, the lead
architect on the rehabilitation, said she
sought to preserve as much of the home’s
historic integrity as possible. Wood beams,
corbels and posts that had rotted
throughout were replaced with historically
accurate reconstructions.
The oak veneer flooring — one of the

earliest uses of wood veneer flooring Stiegler
said she has encountered — has also been
accurately reproduced.
Subtle modern upgrades, including light
fixtures and hand-painted tiles, also were
added, as well as two new ADA-accessible
public restrooms.
An advisory group, consisting of members
of the La Jolla Historical Society and Save
Our Heritage Organisation, as well as
representatives from UCSD, the University

of California system and Native American
tribes, consulted on the project throughout
the design and construction phases.
All inspection and review of the property
was conducted by UCSD, which has its own
building inspectors and fire marshals. “The
university is considered its own review body,
sort of parallel to the state,” Stiegler said.
Khosla will be the first chancellor to inhabit
the residence since Chancellor Robert Dynes,
who moved out after noticing the

s

By Pat Sherman
Following an extensive rehabilitation set
in motion nearly 10 years ago, UC San
Diego’s chancellor’s residence (rechristened
the Geisel House invhonor of primary donor
Audrey Geisel) is again habitable and ready
for current Chancellor Pradeep Khosla and
his family, who will move in during the
holiday break.
Built in 1952 by renowned Santa Fe, N.M.
architect William Lumpkins for William and
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The rear of UCSD’s Geisel House on La Jolla Farms Road features a 100-foot-long,
40-foot-tall retaining wall to secure the cliff.
home’s deteriorating condition. Dynes
commissioned a study on the property in
2004, after which it was deemed
uninhabitable for health and safety reasons
— including structural weaknesses, utility
line problems and erosion of the cliff on
which the home is situated.
Though she never lived in the house,
UCSD’s previous chancellor, Marye Anne
Fox, made the decision to move forward
with the rehabilitation, helping raise much
of the funding for it.
Stiegler said the original two-foot-thick
exterior adobe walls were “incredibly solid”
and crack-free in most areas.
However, interior cross-walls (load-bearing
walls) were made of wood, and had to be
replaced with those that could better carry

the weight of the house.
“It was like this long, heavy (adobe) snake
around the perimeter that, if it got pushed
with seismic forces, could have collapsed to
the inside,” Stiegler said.
“The logs for the ceilings were just sitting
on the walls … not tied in physically. In an
(earthquake), they could have separated
from the walls and the ceiling literally fallen
in on the chancellor.”
All windows were replaced with safety
glass, and a 100-foot-long, 40-foot tall
retaining wall trenched into earth along the
cliff to stabilize it.
Lumpkins, who resided in La Jolla for 10
years and also designed a portion of the

The living room features distressed wood beams that were a happy accident created
by William Black Jr., who unwittingly charred a stack of beams while cutting rebar
during the home’s construction. Photos by Erik Jepsen / UC San Diego Publications

See UCSD House, A15

We are a results driven studio.
Your success is our success.
■ Bodies and fitness goals are different.
We create personalized workout and
nutrition
plans for all body
types to tailor to
your specific
needs.
■ We are a
desirable, renowned
facility that trainers
seek out to become
certified instructors.
■ We believe in an honest,
tangible, sustainable product. We
train hard and efficiently, no gadgets, no
smoke and mirrors, no lie. At ACC you will
learn to love the burn.
■ We are passionate about what we do,
who we train, and how we bring them into
the ACC family. We are a
community.
We are the best at what we
do and we are here to help
you reach your full
potential.

Want Results?
TRAIN WHERE TRAINERS COME TO TRAIN

Now Offering 60 Day Special | Nutrition + Unlimited Training

World-class view. World-class care.
Steps from the beach. Steps from the village. As the only beachfront
senior living community of its kind in the area, White Sands La Jolla
is a unique residential opportunity for older adults interested in a
rich, purposeful lifestyle that offers care and support if ever needed.
We have immediate availability for direct admission into assisted
living or skilled nursing with no entrance fee. We also offer shortterm respite stays, as well as physical, occupational and speech
therapies. Health care at White Sands features an onsite physician
and 24-hour clinic services staffed by a licensed nurse.
Ready for world-class care in a world-class setting? Give us a call.

PILATES | CIRCUIT TRAINING | KICKBOXING
PERSONAL TRAINING | INDOOR CYCLING | NUTRITION
Actual ACC
and Jay & May
Complete
Health Client

learn more

7438 Girard Ave. La Jolla, CA 92037
info@armonescoreconnection.com

858.255.8609

Fitness | Community | Results

7450 Olivetas Ave. | La Jolla, CA 92037
beWhiteSands.org
DSS#372000641 | COA #056

(858) 216-4275

www.lajollalight.com

LA JOLLA LIGHT - december 26, 2013 - Page A15

Country Day students hold Philippine aid drive

W
Most interior doors of the Geisel House
are original, and were hand-carved on
site by a master craftsman.
Photos by Pat Sherman

From UCSD House, A9
Athenaeum Music and Arts Library,
incorporated his design philosophies into
the home, one of which was the ability of
the woman of the house to see the front
gate from the kitchen, Stiegler said.
“He was also an early advocate of passive
solar heating,” she said. “He (used) very
large windows facing south to bring in a lot
of natural light.”
The home’s mostly original wood doors —
hand-carved on-site by a master craftsman
— were all restored.
Another consultant on the property was
William Black Jr., son of the home’s original
owner. Black was just 16 when the house
was built, and helped with the construction
while on summer vacation. Black is
responsible for the distressed look of the
ceiling beams.
“He was cutting rebar for the contractor
and he accidentally scorched a pile of logs,”
Stiegler said. “To hide his mistake, he took a
wire brush and brushed them down.”
Though the blunder was discovered, Black’s
parents liked the look so much they had
their son replicated it for all the ceiling beams.
The Black family’s original, indoor
barbeque room also has been preserved.
“It was quite a labor of love for all of us
and the contractor, because the fire marshal
did not originally want us to keep it,” said
Project Manager Joseph Reid, of IS
Architecture. It was approved after a
commercial hood and fire suppression
system were added to the room.

Respect for original inhabitants
Partway through the rehabilitation process
(2008), the seven-acre property was named a
sanctified cemetery by the California Native
American Heritage Commission. As such,
any digging or excavation had to be handled
delicately, Stiegler said.
A small amount of Native American
artifacts — including a grinding stone and
human and fish bone — were discovered on
the site while boring soil samples on the
patio, and while digging in another area for
sewer, water and electric lines.

La Jolla-based architect Ione Stiegler, who
served as principal architect on the
project, discusses the challenges of
rehabilitating the 1952 structure. It was
built on cliff-hugging land that has since
been designated a sanctified Native
American cemetery.

Audrey Geisel
University House
■ Former Name: University House
■ Purpose: Official residence of UCSD
chancellors
■ Built: 1952 (first house in La Jolla
Farms)
■ Original Owners: William and Ruth
Black (who developed La Jolla Farms)
■ Style: Pueblo Revival
■ Original Architect: William Lumpkins
(Santa Fe/La Jolla, 1909-2000)
■ Rehab Architect: Ione Stiegler
of IS Architecture
■ Original Inhabitants: Native
Americans

La Jolla Country Day students send items to
the Philippines by the truckload. Courtesy

OBITUARIES

■ Principal Donors: Audrey Geisel, Rik
and Flo Henrikson
■ Purchased by University of
California: 1967
■ Mandate: University policy requires
chancellors to live in universitydesignated housing on or near
campus, to carry out fundraising or
other entertaining duties.
Representatives from the Kumeyaay
people, deemed likely the most recent
descendants of the land, oversaw much of
the work.
To obtain environmental approval for the
project, the university, architects and
contractors had to assure that they would
follow federal guidelines established under
the Native American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act.
The university initially commissioned a
subterranean survey of the land, using
ground-penetrating radar, said Jeff Gattas
director of UCSD’s marketing and media
relations department. “If we thought there
was an anomaly, we would avoid that area,”
he said. u

hen students of La Jolla
Country Day School
heard about November’s
typhoon in the Philippines, they
wanted to help in a meaningful way.
Susie Nordenger, the school’s
director of public service programs,
and several parents, joined with a
group of students to lead an effort to
collect clothing. They learned from
past disasters that this could really
help the recipients.
The school community responded, and over the next few weeks,
thousands of pieces of new and
lightly used clothing were donated.
The clothing was then sized, bagged
and tagged for easy distribution.
Early last week, the shipment
went off to the Philippines in special
containers, heading to two small
communities that will be wearing a
lot of Torrey gear in the coming
months.
A note in Tagalog language was
added to each box with best wishes
from Country Day students and
families. u
— From LJCD School Reports

Ruth Catherine
Mooney
1917 – 2013

Ruth Mooney passed
away peacefully on Tuesday,
December 10, 2013. She
was 96 years young with a
clear, sharp and beautiful
mind. Ruth was born on
April 19, 1917, in Needham,
Massachusetts, to Alfred
Leafield and Augusta Parks.

She started her young
working life as a nurse
during which she found love
and married Paul Mooney
who became a renowned
physicist and inventor in
the field of Optics. They
shared an adventurous life
together through Paul’s
work with the government
which transported and
transplanted the family
all over our country. They
finally settled in California
and Ruth lived the last 27
years of her life in La Jolla.
She was an avid reader
and contributor to the “The
Friends of La Jolla Library”.
Everywhere she lived, she
created lasting friendships.
Ruth was a true patriot
and always interested in
the issues of the day. She
was a Chef extraordinaire
and showed off her talents
especially around Christmas
time creating ginger bread
houses and all the other

Christmas trimming delights.
Ruth is survived by her
son, Paul; daughter, Frances;
three grandchildren,
Damon, Karen and
Brian; and three greatgrandchildren, Sidney,
Brooklyn and K’leo. She is
also survived by three of her
five siblings, Lucy Keith, Ale
Parks and Edith Manning;
and a very long line of
nieces and nephews.
She was an extraordinarily
strong woman who valued
family above all. Her
gracious and caring manner
was constant. Everyone in
our family would turn to
her for advice because all
knew she would be straight
and open minded in her
approach. Her words were
always wise and centering.
She ran deep into our souls.
Please sign the guest book
online at www.legacy.com/
obituaries/lajollalight.

Obituaries call Cathy Kay at 858-218-7237 or email:
InMemory@MyClassifiedMarketplace.com

