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By Linda HutcHison
ust how did the town of La Jolla 
get its start? Who were the first La 
Jollans and what brought them 
here approximately 125 years ago?

To find out, visit “Home of Your Dreams: 
Early La Jolla from 1887 through the 
1920s,” a new exhibit at the La Jolla 
Historical Society’s Wisteria Cottage. The 
exhibit tells the story of La Jolla’s early 
days and gradual development into a 
cohesive, distinct community. 

Artfully laid out and illustrated with 
approximately 100 photographs from 
the society’s extensive archives, the 
exhibit also includes artifacts and 
written descriptions and flows easily 
from one area of La Jolla’s colorful 
history to another. These include Early 
Pioneers, The Scripps Legacy, 
Transportation, Art & Performance, 
Civic Community, Houses & 
Architecture, The Sporting Scene, and 
The Enchanting Sea.

sEE EXHiBit, B8

A Minnesotan by birth, Glenn Vanstrum 
majored in music at Grinnell College before 
attending UCSD School of Medicine and 
training in anesthesiology. He jokes that 
though he has surfed for 37 years, he still 

wipes out frequently.
A pianist since age five, 

Vanstrum studied with 
Cecil Lytle and Nathan 
Schwartz. He practices 
daily and performs works 
from the classical, ro-
mantic, and modern rep-
ertoire on a regular basis, 
playing duos with violin-
ist Roy Bak and trios 

with Bak and cellist Janet White.
Vanstrum’s fiction has been published in 

LITnIMAGE, the Bellevue Literary Review, and 
THEMA. His book of nature writing, “The 
Saltwater Wilderness” (Oxford), won a San 
Diego Book Award. Essays of his have ap-
peared in Sierra, California Wild, and the Los 
Angeles Times.

Vanstrum has e-published five novels and 
two story collections. Kirkus Reviews wrote of 
his novel, “Northern Liberties,” — “smartly 
written” and “a fascinating read.”

Find more surfing, writing, and music info 
at vanstrum.net

 
What brought you to La Jolla?

I was studying piano in the Bay Area and came 
down to attend UCSD med school in 1976.

 
What might you add, subtract or improve 
in the area?

It would be cool if La Jolla had a local Village 
bus system —something to cut down on traffic. 
Hard to say, of course, if anyone would use it ...

 
Who or what inspires you?

Music is my writing muse these days; along 
with my wife, Diane; surfing; and crazy stuff from 
the hospital.

 
If you hosted a dinner party for eight, 
whom (living or deceased) would you in-
vite?

10 QUESTIONS

Glenn Vanstrum

Glenn Vanstrum mixes 
medicine, music, waves 
with love of family

La Jolla’s story unfolds in Historical Society exhibit

George Webster Heald, one of La Jolla’s founding fathers, built the first house in La Jolla in 1887, a Victorian-style 
farmhouse at the corner of silverado and Exchange. Because he loved horses, he actually built his barn first and lived in 
it until his house was completed.  Painting by Lena nans

J

carol olten, historian, and Michael Mishler, archivist and curator, greet visitors 
to La Jolla Historical society’s new exhibit depicting the town’s history from its 
founding in the late 1800s through the 1920s.  Linda HutcHison

Village by the Sea
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ON THE MENU: NEW DELIGHTS 
WITH AN OCEAN ON THE SIDE.

8110 Camino Del Oro | La Jolla, California 92037 | 888.691.3040 | TheShoresRestaurant.com

Beverage, tax and gratuity not included. Menu items subject to change.

WRAP IT UP
Through December 24. 
After a long day of holiday shopping, receive two 
complimentary gift wrappings while you enjoy lunch  
or dinner in the dining room.

CHRISTMAS EVE SPECIALS
Monday, December 24, from 5 to 10 p.m.
Along with our seasonal dinner menu, enjoy à la carte 
Chef’s specials including Temecula Olive Oil Poached 
Maine Lobster and Horseradish Crusted Meyer Ranch 
Prime Rib. 

CHRISTMAS DAY BUFFET
Tuesday, December 25, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
$44 per person, plus special children’s pricing.
Celebrate the season with a holiday feast including 
Clam Chowder, Buchmann’s Ranch Poached Eggs 
Benedict, Slow Roasted Black Angus Beef Steamship, 
Almond Citrus Zest Crusted Butterfish, Caramel 
Gingerbread Pudding, a children’s station and more. 

NEW YEAR’S EVE
Monday, December 31, from 5 to 10 p.m.
$65 per person
Countdown to 2013 at The Shores Restaurant. Enjoy a 
four-course dinner with main course options of Country 
Meadow Lamb Chop, Angus Flat Iron Steak and Herb 
Crusted Albacore plus live music from the Stoney B 
Blues Band from 8:30 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. 

Enjoy complimentary two-hour parking validation when 
you dine at The Shores Restaurant.

By Diana Saenger 
The Old Globe Theatre’s 

holiday season begins at 6 
p.m. Sunday, Nov. 20, with 
the sixth annual Christmas 
Tree Lighting Ceremony on 
the Globe’s Copley Plaza 
and the opening of a San 
Diego tradition: the delight-
ful run of “Dr. Seuss’ How 
the Grinch Stole Christmas!” 

This year’s show is direct-
ed by James Vásquez, has a 
new Grinch star, and a sleigh 
full of local children singing 
and dancing their hearts out.

La Jollan Gabi Liebowitz, 
13, a student at Francis 
Parker, plays the role of Bet-
ty Lou Who, the eldest 
daughter in the Who Fami-
ly. She has appeared in ma-
ny theatrical productions 
throughout the county. 

Liam James Brandt, 11, of 
Del Mar, is back for year two. 
He attends The Nativity 
School in Rancho Sante Fe 
and has appeared locally be-
fore, too.

“I love the Grinch show 
and had so much fun last 
year,” he said. “It’s fun to 
jump out from the stage in 
those funny costumes and 
sing joyful songs.” 

Brandt said he’s taken 
voice lessons from Courtney 
Coy, and acting workshops 
at North Coast Repertory 
Theatre, in Point Loma, and 
at summer camps. Support-
ive parents, and a school 
principal making sure Brandt 
keeps up his academic work 
when he misses school for 
performances, are reasons 
Brandt can do what he loves. 

He says kids who want to 
try out for the theater abso-
lutely should. “The shows 
are so fun, and you get to 
meet so many different peo-
ple, it’s a great experience.” 

Blue Schroeder, 11, of La 
Jolla, also a student at Fran-
cis Parker, is making her de-
but in the Grinch ensemble. 
Schroeder has had some 
training in camp classes, but 
said she’s honed her craft 
more on her own. 

“I love singing and danc-
ing, and I watch and learn 
from artists in those fields. I 
tried out for Grinch because 
it’s a show that’s challenging 
and one that would show 
my personality,” she said. 
“For me it’s not about the 
money, but the happy feel-
ing I get when performing.” 

With only a few years 
of stage experience, Schro-
eder, who hopes to make 
performing her career, has 
learned some important les-
sons about the theater.

“If you really want this, 
you have to push, but not 
get upset if you don’t get 
something you try out for,” 
she said. “It’s a lot about 
your own personality and 
how you respond. If you 
don’t make an audition 
then find something in 
yourself you didn’t know 
was there and keep going.”

Steve Blanchard will get 

his grump on as the Grinch. 
He has appeared on Broad-
way in “Beauty and the 
Beast,” “Camelot,” “The 
Three Musketeers” and “A 
Christmas Carol.” 

Other lead roles belong to 
Logan Lipton (Young Max), 
Steve Gunderson (Old Max), 
Remy Margaret Corbin and 
Caitlin McAuliffe (Cindy 
Lou Who), and Geno Carr 
(Papa Who).

Along with a magical set 
(John Lee Beatty, Pat Collins), 
hilariously marvelous 
costumes (Robert Morgan), 
zany songs (Albert Hague, 
Joshua Rosenblum, Ron 
Colvard) and fanciful dance 
numbers (John DeLuca, 
James Vásquez, David Krane, 
Bob Richard) the cast will 
deck the stage to tell the 
timeless tale about a 
grumpy green Grinch who 
steals a town’s presents.
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Young actors thrilled to be part of Old Globe’s ‘Grinch’ 
If you go

■  What: ‘Dr. Seuss’  
How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas!’ 

■  When: Matinees  
and evenings,  
Nov. 19-Dec. 31 

■  Where: The Globe 
Theatre, 1363 Old Globe 
Way, Balboa Park

■  Tickets: From $39 for 
adults; $24 for ages 
17 and younger

■  Box Office:  
(619) 23-GLOBE

■  Website: 
TheOldGlobe.org

■  Note: Performances 
restricted to ages 3 
and older, except  
11 a.m. shows

■  Tree Lighting: 6 p.m. 
Nov. 20, Globe Plaza, 
free vouchers at 
Geppetto’s Toys, Birch 
Aquarium, and The 
Prado Restaurant. 
Features performances 
by Grinch cast 
members, a snowfall, 
and songs from the 
new Burt Bacharach 
musical at The 
Globe, ‘Some Lovers.’

Liam James Brandt
The annual ‘Dr. Seuss’ How the grinch Stole Christmas!’ at 
The Old globe will dazzle audiences of all ages.  Michael laMont

‘grinch’ Steve 
Blanchard

Blue 
Schroeder

gabi
Liebowitz
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FROM EXHIBIT, B1
The exhibit has been very 

popular since opening in 
mid-November, with 40 or 
more visitors walking 
through each day, said Carol 
Olten, society historian and 
author of “Images of 
America: La Jolla,” the basis 
for much of the exhibit. 
Olten provided the research 
for the exhibit, which was 
designed by Michael 
Mishler, society archivist 
and curator.

“Even those who live here 
are interested in La Jolla’s 
general history,” said Olten. 
“Our previous exhibits on 
early surfing and beach days 
and life during World War II 
were well-received.”

La Jolla’s story includes a 
unique combination of 
commerce, community, 
culture, creative spirit and 
natural beauty. All these 
elements came together at 
the right time as the 
Southern California land 
boom took off in the late 
1800s and attracted ocean 
and beach lovers who decided 
to stay for more than a day 
and call La Jolla home.

La Jolla’s founding father 
was a New York City 
stockbroker named Frank 
Terrell Botsford who bought 

400 acres of La Jolla Park, as 
the area along the ocean 
was called. He paid $5.50 an 
acre and held his first public 
auction to sell off parcels in 
April of 1887. He often 
camped, fished and hunted 
in the area and envisioned 
the future La Jolla, with 
houses built into the 
beachside cliffs and hills. 

Early street names such as 
Wall, Park and Exchange 
reflect Botsford’s financial-
world ties. Botsford formed 
a partnership with another 
early pioneer from the East, 
George Webster Heald, who 
built the first house in La 
Jolla in 1887, a Victorian-
style farmhouse at the 
corner of Silverado and 
Exchange. Because he loved 
horses, he actually built his 
barn first and lived in it 
until his house was 
completed.

Many of La Jolla’s early 
residents were already sold 
on the area and had been 
traveling to the coast from 
other parts of San Diego to 
explore the tide pools and 
relax by the ocean. The 
railway tracks laid in 1885 
made it easy to travel from 
downtown San Diego to La 
Jolla in just 30 minutes and 
for only 75-cents round trip. 

Within La Jolla, people 
rode horses — or horses and 
buggies — to get around. A 
popular donkey named Rags 

wandered the dirt streets 
with a cart and carried 
children to the beach. Cows 
from a nearby dairy farm 

often congregated on what 
is now La Jolla Shores 
Beach. The first car in La 
Jolla was driven by a visiting 
British Lord in 1902. It was 
steered by a lever and once 
tipped over on Prospect 
Street when the gent 
stopped to pick up a female 
passenger and she fell on 
the lever.

By 1900, the new town of 
La Jolla had about 200 
residents and within the 
next 15 years added several 
businesses and services, 
including a general store, a 
bakery, builders, realtors, 
banks, a physician (a 
woman), post office, fire 
station, police force, 
schools, and a library.

Three early pioneers who 
profoundly shaped the char-
acter of La Jolla were Ellen 
Browning Scripps, her half-
sister Eliza Virginia Scripps, 
and Anna Held. The Scripps 
were the wealthy heirs to a 
newspaper fortune and  
enjoyed philanthropic pur-
suits. Ellen Scripps’ lasting 
legacy of contributions in-
cludes Torrey Pines State 
Park (1908), Scripps Institute 
of Oceanography (1909), 
the La Jolla Woman’s Club 
(1914), the La Jolla Rec Cen-
ter (1919), Scripps Memorial 

Hospital and Clinic (1924), 
and the breakwater and 
Children’s Pool (1931). 

Virginia Scripps’ contribu-
tions helped build St. James 
By-the-Sea Episcopal Church 
in 1907. In 1896, Ellen built 
her first house, South 
Moulton Villa, on the site of 
the current Museum of 
Contemporary Art. It 
burned down in 1915 (a 
fired gardener was the sus-
pect) and she rebuilt with 
the help of architect Irving 
Gill. Her sister purchased 
nearby Wisteria Cottage, 
currently occupied by the La 
Jolla Historical Society.

Anna Held was a German 
teacher, nanny, and 
theatrical assistant who 
brought her love of art and 
performance to La Jolla in 
1897, where she founded 
the Green Dragon Colony 
overlooking La Jolla Cove. 
The colony grew to include 
12 bungalows and a variety 
of creative spirits, including 
actors, writers and artists. 

Sports were popular with 
early residents too, including 
golf (played on dirt before the 
first golf course was laid out), 
tennis, basketball, hunting, 
fishing and swimming. 

SEE EXHIBIT, B9

‘Home of Your Dreams: Early La Jolla 1887 through the 
1920s’ exhibit poster created by Lena Nans.  COURTESY
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