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Grace Chow with one of her paintings

Courtesy

La Jolla artist opens
exhibition in Poway
By Emily Sorensen
new art exhibit featuring the art of La
Jolla resident Grace Chow, as well as
some of the artwork of her in-laws,
Chow Chian Chiu and Chow Leung Chen
Ying, is on display through Feb. 23 at the
Poway Center for the Performing Arts (PCPA),
15498 Espola Road, Poway.
There will be an artist’s reception for the
show from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, Feb.
14, where Chow will give a talk and painting
demonstration (at 11 a.m.).
The exhibit will feature about 10 to 12
traditional Chinese brush paintings of the
late Chow Chian Chiu and his wife, Chow
Leung Chen Ying, and about 40 of Grace
Chow’s paintings, which include mixed
media, oil, acrylic and Chinese brush
painting. Chow Chian Chiu died in 2006,
and his wife in 2005.
Grace Chow said she’s been exhibiting her
late in-laws’ artwork alongside her own for
about 10 years. Her in-laws’ art will be on
display in the main lobby, while her art will
be on the wall facing the lobby and upstairs.
Every show she does has a different theme,
often based on her world travels. This show,
her fifth at the PCPA, is based on her travels
in Alaska, Canada’s Northwest Territories,
Turkey, Israel, China, and Fiji, as well as some
inspired by San Diego.
“The whole show has many different
varieties (of artwork),” said Chow. “When you
go see it, you’ll be very surprised, because
some of it seems like it is aimed for children,
and some for adults, because I use different
mediums and different thought processes.”
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See Chinese Art, B19

‘Restoration of Windemere Cottage with a New Home for a Family,’ by artist-designer Roy McMakin (Murals of La Jolla) and
Tom Mulica of Domestic Architecture, envisions a compromise that could have saved Irving Gill’s 1894 Craftsman cottage
from demolition, while allowing the property owners to build an adjacent, modern home. Courtesy Images

What
Was
… and May Have Been
Bygone buildings’ potential revisited in Historical Society exhibit
By Pat Sherman
he La Jolla Historical Society is raising about a dozen
razed (or fundamentally altered) buildings from
their proverbial graves to show how they might
have complemented today’s landscape if preservation had
been given the same consideration as development.
The interdisciplinary exhibit, “What Was Is,” running
Feb. 14-May 17 in the Society’s Wisteria Cottage Galleries
(780 Prospect St.), fuses the prudence and foresight of
historic preservationists with the vision and creativity of
local architects, visual artists and writers.
In conceiving the exhibit, historians from La Jolla
Historical Society (LJHS) and Save Our Heritage Organisation
(SOHO) developed a list of 24 significant structures in La
Jolla and San Diego that have been lost to time and
expediency — buildings that, had they survived, likely would
have been considered among today’s historic resources.

T

Painter-sculptor Jean Lowe envisioned an adaptive reuse of the
former Carnegie Library in downtown San Diego (1902-1952),
inspired by the Wilshire Galleria in Los Angeles, a luxury
department store that closed in 1990 and is now a commercial
hub of Los Angeles’ Koreatown.

GREG NOONAN

See Historical Society, B8

LaJollahomes.com

Representation You Can Trust.

www.lajollalight.com

Page B8 - February 5, 2015 - LA JOLLA LIGHT

From Historical Society, B1
The list included residences, schools,
transportation depots, commercial
buildings, cultural venues, hotels, public
park structures, a library and a even a
brothel. Each contributor was asked to
select a structure as a point of departure,
reflecting on the circumstances that might
have allowed its continued existence.
“Some artists went right to the heart of
the idea of adaptive reuse and took a literal
run at it,” LJHS executive director Heath
Fox said. “Others took a more conceptual
approach.”
Fox said the exhibit is designed not only
to highlight history, but to make it relevant
to viewers, showing how it can be
“interpreted in creative ways to inform the
present and to help shape the future.”
La Jolla structures on the list included the
historic, albeit crumbling Red Rest and Red
Roost cottages on Coast Boulevard, which
James Brown of Public Architecture selected.

Red Rest, Red Roost cottages

envisions using the most salvageable parts
from one cottage to restore the other. It
would be raised 50 feet above ground on
stilts to protect it from projected sea level
rise due to global warming. (One of the
project parameters was to promote a
conversation about the sustainable built
environment, and the cultural and
environmental benefits of historic
preservation).
“The other cottage (or its remnants)
would be buried 50 feet and encased in a
concrete tomb,” Fox said, adding that
Brown envisions a designated caretaker
looking after the restored cottage, while

ON THE MENU: NEW DELIGHTS
WITH AN OCEAN ON THE SIDE

grooming an apprentice to succeed him.

Wonderful Windemere
Designer-craftsman Roy McMakin (Murals
of La Jolla), who conceived of the exhibit,
and business partner, Tom Mulica (both of
Bankers Hill-based Domestic Architecture)
chose Windemere, the first Craftsman
Cottage built in California (1894) and
designed by master architect Irving Gill. In
2011, the property owner, seeking to build
a larger, more modern home for his family,
demolished the structure on Virginia Way.
In a series of digital CAD renderings,
McMakin and Mulica proposed a scenario

Visit

in which the cottage is instead moved onto
the front-yard setback, and a more modern,
contemporary residence paying homage to
Gill’s later works (La Jolla Rec Center, La
Jolla Woman’s Club) be constructed at the
rear of the property, each home
complementing the other.
McMakin said he lived on Prospect Street
while attending graduate school at UC San
Diego (where he studied Gill’s architecture),
and would often wander by and peer in the
windows when it was vacant.
“I was pretty sickened by its demise,” he
said. “I just felt like one way or another
there were lots of ways that could have

s

Unable to demolish the structures and
redevelop the property as a hotel (due to
the cottages’ historic status) or find a
solution that included at least partial
restoration, the 1894 cottages have stood
virtually unmaintained for three decades —
what preservationists consider “demolition
by neglect.”
Fox said Brown (the local architect
shepherding the futuristic La Jolla Shores
home proposal on Whale Watch Way)
created a set of narrative drawings that

The Red Roost and Red Rest cottages on Coast Boulevard, as seen in their prime (left) and today. For his contribution to ‘What Was
Is,’ Jim Brown of Public Architecture transports the severely deteriorated, albeit historically designated structures into the future,
restoring one and raising it on stilts to accommodate predicted sea level rise, while creating a ceremonial tomb for the other. File
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VALENTINE'S DAY
Saturday, February 14, 5 to 10 p.m.
$75 per person*
Love is in the air this Valentine’s Day. Enjoy a
romantic four-course menu complete with
an oceanfront view. Menu highlights include
Hawaiian Ahi Tuna, Chimichurri Grilled Filet
Mignon, Maine Diver Scallops and Port Braised
Cornish Game Hen.

as we celebrate
American Heart Month in February!

All month long we’ll be fundraising
to help the American Heart Association raise
awareness for heart disease in women.
Enjoy complimentary tastings and enter to win
olive oil for a year and a trip to wine country!
1158 Prospect St. La Jolla, CA 92037 • (858) 551-8250 • weolive.com/la-jolla

SUNDAY Á LA CARTE BRUNCH
Sundays, 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Join us every Sunday for our award-winning
brunch. Relax with an ocean view and enjoy
favorites like Tahitian Vanilla Golden Waffles,
Signature Baja Omelet, Crispy Skin Salmon and
Natural Angus Beef Burger.

Located next to Kellogg Park at La Jolla Shores Hotel
888.691.3040 | TheShoresRestaurant.com
Tax and gratuity not included. Menu items subject to change.

1/2 OFF
Every Tuesday*

Bottles of Wine
Come and enjoy
our relaxed
atmosphere with a
superb glass of
wine, and our
selection of favorite
Italian meals.

Now accepting reservations
for holiday parties.
Private room available.

2151 Avenida de la Playa · La Jolla

858.551.1221

www.OsteriaRomantica.com

*with purchase of 1 entree per person.
Limit two bottles per table at discounted price.
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If you go
■ What: ‘What Was Is’ exhibit
■ Where: La Jolla Historical
Society’s Wisteria Cottage
Galleries, 780 Prospect St.
■ When: Noon to 4 p.m.
Thursday-Sunday, Feb. 14-May 17
■ Admission: Free
■ Contact: (858) 459-5335
La Jolla architect Jennifer Luce of Luce et Studio created this conceptual furniture piece,
‘Lost Limb’ (rolled steel and brass plate), that pays homage to the history of the Pacific
Coast Steamship Company in San Diego, which delivered iron, gold, coal, produce and
other cargo to a pier at the foot of Fifth Avenue. Courtesy
survived and been made relevant.”

Green Dragon Colony
San Diego Art Prize recipient James Enos
— trained in architecture, with a
background in technology and design —
chose the Green Dragon Colony, a former
artists haven comprised of beach cottages
built onto the slope between Prospect Street
and Coast Boulevard (today home to shops
and restaurants such as Eddie V’s).
“One of the things that struck him about
the cottages were their relative simplicity,”
Fox said. “The materials and construction
methods were really straightforward. It was

the type of thing that did not have the
complexity of buildings today where trained
architects need to be involved … as well as
consultants on building, plumbing and
electrical.”
In a series of graphite drawings, Enos
deconstructs one of the cottages, displaying
the jumble of its parts, while using the
elements of another cottage to reconstruct
it in his own fashion (fittingly titled, “Have
It Your Way”).
“It relates to today’s whole do-it-yourself
movement, where so many people are
involved with their own remodeling
projects,” Fox said.

Visit Mary’s

for breakfast, lunch or a
lovely afternoon tea!

Fish ‘n’ Chip Fridays

Open until 9pm on Fridays
serving traditional beer battered
Fish & Chips served on English
newspaper in a basket
858.263.4614 · 7918 Ivanhoe Ave · La Jolla 92037
marysenglishkitchen.com

Join us for

Tuesday Locals Night
15% Off for residents of
La Jolla, Bird Rock,
Windansea and Mt. Soledad
926 turquoise street
north pacific beach
858-539-0926
visit table926.com
for more information

2012 & 2013 Silver Fork
Award Winner
3x dinners’ choice
• fit for foodies • californian
• neighborhood gem

■ Website: lajollahistory.org
■O
 pening Reception: 5-7 p.m.
Feb. 13 (RSVP required)

Pacific Coast Steamship Company
In “Lost Limb” (rolled steel and brass
plate), La Jolla architect Jennifer Luce
ventured in an even more conceptual
direction in reviving the story of the Pacific
Coast Steamship Company (PCSC). Its ships
traveled the Pacific Coast from Mexico to
Alaska, unloading coal, gold and produce at
20 ports, including a pier that stood at the
foot of Fifth Avenue in downtown San Diego.
“Unfortunately, we do lose buildings now
and then. … Having a narrative around
remembering them I think is an amazing
idea,” said Luce, who was previously
commissioned to create a PCSC-inspired art

installation at Hilton San Diego Gaslamp
Quarter — the exact site where the PCSC
pier stood before infill and expansion of the
downtown coastline.
“I have an affectionate history with the
subject matter so when I saw it the list of
potential projects I thought, ‘We have to do
that,’ ” she said.
Luce’s contribution is a cantilevered table
made of steel (from which PCSC freight
ships were also constructed), a map of its
route etched into its surface. “We’re in a
sort of abstract way telling a story of where
the steamship company went along its
journey,” she said. “The table is a metaphor
for the pier that reaches out along the
water’s edge to the boat.”
Luce’s piece also tells the tale of PCSC’s
San Diego agent, S.T. Johnson, whose
mother reportedly gave each of her children
a few drops of saltwater at birth to protect
them the sea. Johnson would survive five
shipwrecks during his 54 years with PCSC.
“We’re sort of celebrating that story as
well in an etching,” Luce said. “I’m really
looking forward to presenting (the work).
It’s a really critical part of San Diego’s
history and growth … tethered to all these
other places.”
Lead organizers for “What Was Is”
include Fox, McMakin, Murals of La Jolla
curator and former Museum of
Contemporary Art San Diego curator Lynda
Forsha, and participating artist David Jurist,
whose contribution was inspired by the
architecturally compromised 1958 Oxley
House, a mid-century modern residence on
La Jolla Farms Road. u

